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f '3 ? 
To dll Ingenions and Verttons Eaodies: 
_ . more eſpecially to her H, gue the La- 
dy MARY, Eldeſt Daughter to his 
 Ryal Highneſsthe Duke of YORK 


A Uſtom, when it is inveterate, hath a mighty influ- 

+* ence: it hath the force of Nature it ſelf, The Bar- 

ns barous cuſtom to breed Women low,is grown general 

| amongſt us, and hath preyailed fo far, that it is've- 
xily believed (eſpecially amongſt a ſort of debauched Sots) 
that Women are not endued with ſuch Reaſon, as Men; nor 
capable of improvement by Education, as they are. Ir is 
lookt upon as a monſtrous thing; to pretend the contrary, 
A Learned Woman is thought to be a: Comet; that bodes 


. Miſchief, when ever it appears, To offer to the World the 
liberal Education of Women is to deface the Image of God 


in Man, it will make Women ſo high, and men fo low, like 
Fire in- the Houſe-top, it will ſet the whole world ina Flame, 

Theſe things and worſe then theſe, are commonly talked 
of, and verily believed by many, who think themſelves 
wiſe Men : to contradict theſe is a bold attempt ; where the 
Attempter muſt expect to meet with much oppoſition. 
Therefore, Ladyes, Ibeg the candid Opinion of your Sex, 
whoſe Intereſt I aſſert, More eſpecially I implore the Fa- 
vour of your Royal Highneſs,a Perſon moſt Eminent amongſt 
them, whoſe Patronage alone will be a ſufficient Protetion. 
What I have written is not out of humour to ſhew how much 
may be ſaid of a trivial thing to little-purpoſe. I veri'y think, 
Women were formerly Educated in'the knowledoe of Arts 
and Tongues, and by their: Education, many did riſe to a 
great height in Learning. Were Women thus Educated now, 
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1 am confident the advantage would be very great : The Wg-- 
men would have Honour. and Pleaſure, their Relations Pro: 
fir, aud the whole Nation Advantage. Lam very ſenſible it is 
an ill time to ſer on fort this Deſign : wherein not only - 
Learning but Vertue it ſelf is ſcornd and negleQed, as pedan-' 
tick things, fit only for the Vounes I know no better way 
to reform theſe Exorbitaneies, than to perſwade Women to 
ſcorn thoſe Toyes and Trifles,: they now ſpend their time 
about, and to attempt higher things, here. offe:ed : This will - 
either reclaim the Men ; or make them aſhamed to claim the 
Sovereignty over ſuch as are more Wiſe and Vertuous than 
themſelves... | | 

Were a competent number of Schools erected to Educate 
' Ladyes ingenuouſly, methinks I ſec how aſham'd Men would 
be of their Ignorance, and how induſtrious the next Genera-. 
tion would be to wipe off their Reproach.. 
| I expect to.meet with many Scoffes and Taunts from incon: - 
ib fiderate -and illiterate Men, that prize their own Lufts and- 
| Pleaſyre more than your Profit and Content.--I ſhall be the 
leſs. concern'd at theſe, ſo long as Iam in your favour, and - 
this diſcourſe may be a Weapon in your hands to defend your 
ſelves, . whilſt you endeavour to poliſh your Souls, that you 
| may glorify God,and anſwer the end of your Creation, to be 
| meet helps to.your Husbands. Let not your Ladiſhips be of-. 

fended, that Idonot (as ſome have wittily done) plead for 

| Female Preeminenee, To ask too much is the way to be de- 


nied all. God hath made the Man the Head, if you be: edu- 
cated and inſtructed, as I propoſe, I am fure you will acknow- 
ledge it, and be ſatisfied that you are helps, that your Husbands, 


do conſult and adviſe with you. (which if -you be wiſe they 
will beglad of ) and that your Husbands have. the caſting- 
Voice,in whoſe determinations you will acquieſce. That this 


may be the effect .of this Education in all Ladyes that ſhall. 
attempt it, is the defire of : 


Your -Servant. 


O_o Os ons - 
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Labbadbbddd tea aecerecatecategs 
To'the Reader, 


: Hope I ſhall not need to beg the patience of Ladyes to peruſe 
this Pamphlet : I have beſpoken, and do expedt your Patro- 

rage; becauſe it is your Cauſe I plead againſt an ill cuſtom, pre- 
Judicial to you, which Mez will not willingly ſuffer to be broken. 
1 would defire Men not to prejudge and caft aſide this Book upore 
the fight of the Title, If Thave ſolidly prov'd, what I do pretend 
to, and fairly anſwered the Objeitions brought againſt my Aſſerti- - 
035, and if I have propoſed ' ſomething that may be profitable to 
Man-kind, let it not be rejected. If this way of . Educating La- 
dies ſhould (as its like, it never will) be generally pradtiſed, the 
greateſt hurt, that I fore-ſee, can enſue, is, to put your Sons upors 
greater diligence to advance themſelves in Arts and Languages; 
that they may be: Superior to Women in Parts as well as in Place. - 
This is the great thing I defigne. I am «a Man my ſel, that would 
nt ſuggeſt a thing prejudicial to our Sex,Topropoſe Women rivals ' 
with us to Learning, will make us court Minerva more heartily, 
leſt they ſhould be wore in Her Favour. I do verily think hi 
zo be the beſt way to aiſpell the Clouds of Ignorance, and to ſtep the 
Flouds of Debauchery, that the next Generatitn may be more wiſe 
and vertnous than any of their Predeceſſours, It is an eaſie mat- 
ter to'quibble and aroll upon a ſubjeit of this nature, to ſcoff at 
Women kept ignorant, on purpoſe to be made ſlaves. This ſavours 
221t at all of a Manly Spirit, to trample upon thoſe that are down, 
 Tforbid Scoffing and Scolding, Let any think themſelves agrieved, 
: and come forth fairly into the Field againſt this feeble Sex, with 
| folid Arguments to refute what I have aſſerted, Ithink 1 may pro- 
' miſe to Ze their Champion, | Eo | 
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' Theſe for my much Honoured and worthy Friend, ec. 


SIR, | 
T Have heard you diſcourſe of the Education of Gentlewomen 
T in Arts and Tongues, I wonder any ſhould think of ſo vain 4 
thing. mo. P. 
| — "8 do not much deſire Knowledge ; they are of low parts, 
foft fickle natures, they have oth-r things to do they will not mind 
if they be once Bookiſh ; The end of Leari:ing is to fit one for pub- 
tick Employment, which Women are nt capable of. Women 
muſt not ſpeak in the Church, ';#s agaizſt cuſtoms, Solomon's 
good Houſe-wife is not commended for Arts and Tongues, but for 
looking after her Servants; And that which is worſt: of all, they 
are of ſuch ill natures, they will abuſe their Edwation, and be ſo 
intoterably Prond, there wrll be no living with there: IF all theſe 
things conld be anſwered, they would not have leiſure. 
| W- fend our Sons to School ſeven years, andyet not above one in 
foe get ſo much of the Tongues oily, ſo aa to keep them, and nothing 


of Arts, 


 Gairls cannvt have more Dar half" the Him? allotted them, If 


they were capable, and had time, I cannot imagine whut- good is 
would do them. If *t would do them good, where ſhould they be 
Inſtructed. Their converſe with Boyes would do them more hurt 
than all their L:arning would do them good. V4 

 Thave no prejudice againſt the Sex, but would gladly have 4 
fair anſwer totheſe things, or elſe ſhall breed up my Danghters xs 
onr forefathers aid. þ Jug 

Sir your Cond:ſcenſwa herein will very much oblige, 


| Torr affectionate Friend. 
May 29. 1673» 
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SIR, 


5 TED T ſhould be the earneſt Endeavour of all men, to im- 

a {= ploy their Lives to thoſe noble, and excellent Ends, 
for which theOmnipotent and all-wiſe Creatour made 
them, which are, the Glory of God, the Eternal Hap 
: pineſs of their immortal Souls,and to be uſcful in their 

ASSES Places. One generation paſſeth away, and an other: 
cometh : But the Earth, the Theatre 'on which we a&;, abideth for 
ever. All the Works of the Children of Mcn do remain, not only 
in reſpe& of the preſent and future Emolument or Detriment,” cau- 
fed by them But alſo in Reference to the Influence they have as 
examples on ſucceeding Ages. The harveſt of Bliſs or Woe, will be 
according to the Seed- time of this Lite, This Life procceds ordinari- 
ly, as it begins, . : | 
Dmo ſemel eft imbuta vecens ſervabit Odorem 

Teſta dir | 

So great is the Force of the firſt Tindture any thing takes, whether: 
good, or bad. As Plants in 'Gardens excel thoſe, that grow wild 3 
or as Brutes, by due Management ( Witneſs the Philoſophers Dogg) 
are much altered : So Men, by liberal Education, are much better'd. 
as to intellectuals and morals. All conclude great Care ought to be 
taken of the Males : But your doubt un your Letter is concerning the 
Females. TI think the greater - Care ought :to be taken of Them : Be- 
cauſe Evil ſeems to be begun here, as in Zoe, and to be propagated. 
by her Daughters. When the Sons of God took unto themſelves the - 
Daughters of Men, Wickedneſs multiplied apace. It was: the cur-- 
ſed Counſel of Balaam to debauch Iſrael by Balacks Idolatrous Women.- 
Wretched Jezebel excites Ahab to greatex Wickednels, than he could 
ever have thought of. God gave ſtrict Command to the Iſraelites, not 
to marry with heatheniſh Women... When S$o/emen himſelf ( the: 
wiſeſt of Men ) did this, they ſoon drew his Heart from God... Bad. 
Women, weak to make Reliſtance, are ftrong to tempt to evil :. There- 
fore without all Doubt great Care ought tobe taken, timely to ſeaſorr. 
them with Piety and Virtucs - X 

Your: 


. your great Queſtion is, Whether to breed up Women in Arts and 
Tongues, is not 4 mere new ' Device, never 'befpre: practiſed in. the 
. World.. .This you doubt the mor Becauſe Women are of low Parts, 
and not capable of Improvemetit by this Education. If they could 
; be improved, you doubt, whether it would benefit them ? If it would 
: benefit them, you enquire where ſuch Education may be had ? or, 
whether they -muſt go to School with Boys? to be made twice more 
- impudent than learned. At laſt you mauſter.up a Legion of ObjeQions, 
'T ſhall ſpeak difiinFly to your. Queſtions,. aud: then anſwer your 
, Objections, 


Women have formerly been educated in Arts and Tongues. 


Little is recorded concerning the manner, how Women were :&< 
. ducated formerly : You can- expect my .Proof to be only topical and 
: by Circumſtances. 

It doth appear out of Sacred Writ, that Women were imployed in 
moſt of the great Tranſactions that happened in the World, even in 
reference to Religion. Miriam ſeems to be next to Moſes and Aaron, 
ſhe was a great Poet, and Philoſopher : For both Learning, and Re- 
: igion were generally in former times wrapt up in.Verſe. 

The Women met David, ſinging triumphant Songs, compoſed 
(it's ike by themſelves) a great Specimen of liberal Education. 

Deborah, the Dceliverer of Iſrael, was without all doubt a learned 
\Woman, - that underſtood the Law. Hyuldah the Propheteſs,dwelt in 
a Colledge, (we may ſuppoſe) where Women were trained up in 
good Literature... We may be ſure ſhe was a very wiſe Woman: For 
King Foſiah ſends Hilkzah the Pricſt, and the Nobles of his Court,in a 
Caſe of Difficulty and Danger,to conſult with her .2 Chre.34-20.21 &c# 

In the New Teſtament we find Anna a Prophetels. 

Paul, Rom. 16 .1 « Commends unto them Phebe, who was not only a 
Servant of Chriſt-; But a Servant of the Church at Cexcrea, Ver. 12, 
He tells us Triphena, Triphoſa and Perfis laboured .much in the 
'Lord. Priſcilla mitructed Apollos. 

Timothy's Grandmother called Lox, and his Mother -Exxice were 
not only Gracious Women, but learned Women for from a Child 
they inſtructed hima in the holy Scriptures. 2 -Tim. 1. 5- compared 
with Chap. 3+ 15« The Children of the Ele& Lady, found walking 
in the Truth, were infiructed by her « © Philips four Daughters were 
\Propheteſſes, As 21+ Though Women may not ſpeak in the Church , 

yet 
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ly inabled, to whom Pax! ſpeaks, 1 Cor. 115 , 


Lis he : For Paxl direQs them they ſhould not pray nor proph 


' with their Heads uncovered, which ſuppoſes they might do the things. 


T ſhall not diſpute theſe Texts what this praying and propheſying was z 
It ſerves my Turn, that Women extraordinarily inabled, were pub- 
lickly imployed. k 

We may infer from the Stories of the Muſes, that this way of Edu- 
cation was very ancient» All conclude the Heroes were men famous 
in their 'Generation, therefore canonized after their Deaths. We 
may with like Reaſon conclude, Mixerva and the nine Muſes were Wo« 
men famous for Leaming whilſt they lived, and therefore thus 'ado- 
xed when dead. ; 

Fhere isno Qyeſtion the Greeks and Romans, when moſt flouriſhing, 
did thus educate their Daughters : in Regard ſo many amongſt them 
were famous for Learning. As Sempronia, Cornelia, Lelia, Mutia, 
Cleobulins, Caſſandra, Terentia, Hortenſia, Sulpitia, Portia, Helvigia, 
Enuonia, Paula, Albina, Pella, Zenobia, Valeria, Proba, Eudecia, Clau- 
dia,and =—_ others. | 

The Sybills could never have invented the Heroick, nor Sappho the 
Sapphick Verſes, had they been illiterate, Do you think Corinna could e- 
ver have thrice out done Pixdar, upon a ſolemn Conteſt fo excellent in 
his Lyrick Verſes, that none elſe durſt imitate him, had ſhe not been 
inſtructed in Arts? | 

There was a Conteſt between twenty Grecian and twenty Roman 
Ladies, which were moſt excellent in Learning. The Romane Dames 
were the beſt Oratours : But the Grecian Ladies the beſt Philoſophers. 
This plainly ſhews they both were inſtructed in all kind of good Li- 


teraturce , 


Wamen Educated in Arts and Tongues, have been eminent in then 


I ſhould be too tedious, if I ſhould commemorate all upon Record, that 
have been :Smatterers in Learning. I ſhall only mention ſome few 
Ladies that have been equal to moſt Men. 

It is reported of Zexobza Queen of Palmeria, that ſhe was not only 
excellent her ſelf in Arts and Arms : But Learning in her ( like lizht 


in the Sun ) influenced her whole People, only famous in her 


Daies. | 
Olympia Fulvia Maurata, Tutreſs to the Empreſs of Germany, under- 
ſtood French, Latin, Dutch ſhe was ſo good a Grecian, that ſhe read 
B ' Publick 
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publick Le&arts in that Languigt. 
Skilled in Divinity, WS od ein SARS 4 
| The Lady Fane Griy. excellell; Mauiara itt this, the undirfioos: thi 
Hebrew alſo. . There is a large Diſcourſe of her Learning ( in whief 
ſhe took great delight ) and Piety, in the Book of Martyrs. LEN 
The preſent- Dutcheſs of New: Caſtle, by her own 'Gevius, rathes 


than any timely Inſtruction, 'over-tops many Ftave Gown: Men, + -/ 
. I am forbidden to mention the Countels' Dorpager of Hnhtigton (in 
firucted fometimes by Mrs. Makin ) how. well ſhe tindettands: 141m, 
Greek , Hebrew, French and Spaniſh or whit a wen yr ſhe is in 
Arts, ſubſcrvient to Divinity, in which'( if I'durlt I would tel'you) the 
_— 1... A IE 8 I PI | Bore 
_.. The Princeſs E1;zabeth, daughter to King Charles the Art; th-who 
Mrs. Makin was Tutreſs, at nine Years old conld'wwrite, read, and-i 
ſome meaſure underſtand, Latin, Greek, Hebrew ,' French and Tratfc 
At Had | ſhe Iived, what a Miracle would She 'have been of het 
ex! = 
The Princeſs Elizabeth , eldeſt Daughter to the Queen 'of Bohes 
mia, yet living, 15 verſed in all ſorts of choice Literature. © © » 4 
' Mrs. Thorold, Daughter -of the Lady Car in Lincolnſhire, was ex- 
ccllent in Philoſophy, and all ſorts of Learning. | 
I cannot without Injury forget -the Lady Mil4may, and Dr. Loves 
Daughtersz. Their Worth apd Exccllency in Learning is yet freſh in 
the Memory of many Men. © 


Cornelia read pablick' Philoſophy-Leftures at Rome; the bronght up 
her . Sons, the Gracchi, ſo, that they were the only Men famous in their 
Dayes. . She was admired by Cicero for divetſe of her Works. 


The Papal Chair could not detend it felt , but was invadcd by a'Wo- 


man, for her Excellency in Learning above, the men of -her Times -. 


As Polateran, Sigebertus, Platina and others, that have writ the'Lives of 

the Roman Biſhops, do declare. She is remembred likewiſe. tg this pur- 

poſe by Boccafius in his Book de Claris Mulieribus. y IE 
Roſuida, a Saxon by Nation, She lived under Lotharius the firft ; She 


was Eloquent in the Greek, and Roman Tongues, and practiſed in all 


good Arts. She compoſed many Works, -not'without great commenda- 
tion from the Readers. One to exhott 'to Chaltity, Virtue, and Divine 


Worſhip. She publiſhed ſix Comedies, beſides a noble Poem in Hexameter- - 


verſe,ot the Heroick Acts done by the Otbo Ceſars z with divers others. 
Elizabetha of Schonaugia_ zcaloufly imitated the Study and Practice 


of this Roſuida. She wiit mavy things in the Latin Tongue; namely, a 
f Book. 
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_ Tongue; theſe molt uſually make this 


Book intituled, A Path'to dire? us the way to God; as alloa Volumn of 
Learned Epiſtles 3 with many other Books. LE 

. .. I cannot omit Conftaytia the Wite of Alexander Sforzz; She was fo 
Learned, that. upon the ſuddain and without any premeditation'She 
was able ſufficently to diſcourſe upon any Argument, either Theologi- 
cal, or Philoſophical ; Belides, She was very frequent in the. works of 
St. Hierome, Ambroſe, Gregory, Cicero, and La@antins. She was much 
admired for her Extcmpory vaine jn Verſe. Her Daughter Baptiſta was 
equal to. Her in Fameand Merit, and was reckoned among the beſt 
Learned, and moſi Illuftrious Women. | TR 
_ Chriſtina late Queen of Sweden underſtood ſeveral Languages, and 
was well verſed in Politicks, and acquainted with moſt Arts and Sci> 
ENCES. 

 T thought of Queen El:zabeth firſt, but purpoſely mention Her laſt,as 
the Crown. of all. How learned She was, the World can teſtifie, It was 
uſual for her to diſcourſe with Forraign Agents in their own Lan- 
guages: Mr. Aſcam, her Tutor, uſed toſay, She read more Greek in -- 
a day then many of the Doctors of her time did Latiz in a week. You 
ſce ſome Women have been good Proficients in moſt kinds of Learning. 
T ſhall now ſhew you how they have been excellent in ſome particular 
parts of.it, as the Toxgxes, Qratory, Philoſophy, Divinity, and laſtly Po 


Women have been good Lingaiſts. 


Tt is objected againſt Women, as a reproach;that they have too much 
Tongue : but it's no crime: they have many Tongues 3 if it be, many 
Men would be glad to be guilty of that fault, The Tongue is' the only 
Weapon, Women have to defend themſelves with, and they had necd 
to uſe it dextrouſly. Many ſay one tongue 15 enough for a. Woman : 
it is but a quibble upon the word. Several Languages, under- 
ſinod by a Woman, will do our Gentlemen little hurt, who have 
little more than their, Mother-Wit, aud ynderfiand only their Mother-= 
| jection, to' hide theit 'owwn 
Ignorance. Tongues are learnt in order to Things. As things were, 
and yet are in the:Worlg, its requiſite, we learn Tongues to underſtand 


- Arts : It's therefore a Commendation to theſe Women after menti- 


-once, that they were Milireſſes of Tonguess | | Ton 
-' - Thereis: an angient Gopy, of the Scptua vent, ſent from. the Patri- 
-arch of \Alexantirja to King Fames, written by a Woman" Called Tecla, 
ſo accurate and excellent, that the Authors of the Polyglot-Bible chofe 
63-- | 'S It 
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$26 & 94 | 
*t before all other Copies written or printed, to make uſe of in that 
Impreflion-. | . | | 

Anna Maria Schurman of Utrecht, ( called by Spanbemius, ul timum 
Nature in bic ſexn conatum, et detimam Muſam, Natures Maſter-piece 
amongſt Women , excelling the very Muſcs ) hath printed drew 
Works in Latin, Greek, French and the Perfiax Tongue ; ſhe underſtood 
the Arabick alſv. Beſides, ſhe was an excellent Poet. 

Amalaſunthz Qaeen of the Oſtrogothes, the Daughter of Theodericac, 


was a great Miſtreſs of the Latia and Greek Tongues, ſhe ſpake di- 


ſtia&ly all the barbarous Languages that were uſed in the Eaſtern 
Empires. : 

For Excellency in Tongues moſt of thoſe Perfons before - mentio- 
ned. are eminent Inſtances, Mazrata, the Lady Fane Grey, and the 
three Elizabeths,&c. 

Women have not been meer Talkers : ( as ſome frivolous Men 
would make them ) but they have known how to uſe Languages, 


when they, have had them. Many Women have been excellent Ora | 


tours. 
Women have been good Oratonrs... 


Valerins Maximws tell us of Amefis a modeſt. Roman Lady, when 
ſhe was-accuſed of a.great Crime, and ready to incur the Sentence of 
the Pretor, ſhe in a great Confluence ſtept up amongſt the People, and 
without any Advocate pleaded her own Cauſe ſo cffeQually, that by 
the publique Suffrage ſhe was acquitted from 'all Afperſion whatſoe- 
ver, and from that Time ſhe was called Androgine. - 

Hirtenſia was equal to her,the Daughter of Quintus Hortenfius, When 
a _greivous Fine was impoſed 'upon the Roman Matrons by the Tri- 
bunes,. when all Lawyers and Oratours were afraid to take upon them 
the Patronage of their Cauſe, this diſcreet. Lady pleaded- before the 
Triumvirate in the behalf of the Women, ſo happily and boldly, that 
the greateſt Part of the Mul& impoſed upon them, was remitted... 

Some have commended Caia Africana's Eloquence : I cannot ap- 
prove of the Uſe the put it to, but paſs her over.* 

Txllia ( by the Inſtruction of her Mother Terentis ) was counted e- 
qual to her Father Czcero in Eloquence. h 

Divers of thoſe Perſons before mentioned were very eloquent, parti 
cularly Maxrata , Cornelia , and Queen Elizabeth. We may ſuppoſe 
Schurman, and the- reſt that wrote fo elegantly, could alſo ſpeak clo- 


quently upon a-juft occaſions | : It 
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Tt is obje&ed againſt poor Women, they may learn Tongues and 
ſpeak freely, being naturally. diſpoſed to be talkative : But for any 
folid Judgment or depth © Reaſon, it »s ſeldom found in their giddy 
Crowns. I proceed therefore to ſhew they have been good Logicinns, 
Philoſophers, Mathematicians, Divines, and Poetr. - 


Women have underood Logichs 


Logick is the Key, thoſe that have this in their Heads may unlock o- 
ther Sciences 3 ſome Women haye had it at their Girdles, and-been ves 
ry dextrous in Diſputation. 

Hipparchia with one Sophiſm put to Silence Theodorws, It was thus : 
That which Theodorus doing, he is not {aid to:do unjuſtly: if Hippar= 
chia do,ſhe is not ſaid to do unjuſtly. This he granted. She proceeds, 
But, Theodorus beating, himſelf, 1s not faid to do unjuſtly.3 therefore 
if Hipparchia beat Theodorns, ſhe is not ſaid to do unjuſily» Theodorus 
makes no Reply, but, juſt like our lazy Gentlemen, gocs out of the. 
Room and ſaith, Let Women mind their Spinning. 

Margarita Sorocchia, a Gentlewoman of Rome, is lookt upon as: ſo 
great: a Sopiſter, that ſhe. is: ordinarily a Moderatix in the Academy 
atithe Diſputation amongſt learned Wits, in: theanolſt Polite Parts of 
Eearning and Philoſophy,yea and-Divinity too... + 

Thoſe who read Schgrman's Decertations , will conclude: ſhe uns 
derſtood the Principle dice of Logick very- well. 

Cecilia. did. ſtrange things by her great Skill in Logick, particularly 
by ſolid Argument, ſhe diſwaded Teburtius- Valerianus his Brother, from 
heatheniſh 1dolatry to the Chriſtian Faith; 

Some think I have hardly ſpoke to the Purpoſe yet 3 Logick diſpo- 
ſes to wrangle, a thing Women are inclined-to naturally : I procecd 
therefore to ſhew that Women have bcen great Proficients in the moſt 
ſdlid Parts of Learning, which require moſt ſerious Thoughts and. 
greatcſt Judgmentzthey have been good Philoſaphers,good Arithmetici= 
ans, good Divines, and good Poets.. 


Women have been profound Philoſophers 


That-they have been good Philoſophers, appears.from thoſe numerous -/ 


examples before mentioned. I ſhould but tautologize to repeat them 
again. Take only, their names 3 Roſuida, Elizabeth of Schonaugiay Con- 
ftantis, hex Daughter Baptiſta, Auna. Maria Schurman, Margarita So 

ergo 


* as * 
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| mey - 
#aechia; Bec. All thoſe hereafter mentioned as eminent in Divinity, muſt 
_ have Smeqiephtent Skill in Philoſophy + > as. Tibiola, Marcella Enjtg= 

HIM, * Ges if: 

* Aganolda was ' ſoUclirous of knowledge, that ſhe put her ſelf into 
mans Apparel, attained fo great a pertc&ion in' Natural Philoſop ply, 
and in the practice of Phyſick, that the was envicd by all thoſe of her 
calty, and ſlandered for incontinency; .to vindicate her ſelf,ſhe diſcover- 


Ed the was a Woman. 


Miriam 'was a great Philoſapher, and ſo was the Queen of $heba , or 
elſe the would never. have ventured to try the Wiſdom of Solomon in 
dark Problems, and by hard Quettions. 

Nicſtrata (by ſome called Carmentis) helped: to make up the Greek 
Alphabet, and made ſome addition to the Roman Letters 

Aſpaſiq, a Milefian Damiel, was fo learned, that ſhe inſtructed Pericles, 
and of a great Squldicx, made him an excellent ,Philoſopher, aud one of 
the beſt \Orators in Greece, and after was married to him- 

: Socrates acknowledges he imitated Aſfpaſiz in. his Facultas Politica; 
and doth not bluſh to call Diotimz his 'Tutreſs» Theſe two Women 
were fo learned, as toteach this great Philoſopher-' - 

i Avere. attained:to thit. perfection in Philoſophy, that he inftracted | 
her '(o-2p ifkippurzowhio' was. therefore called MeſeaSShaiſg-, Mother- 
taught. After her Fathers.death, ſhe erected a Schaol of Philoſophy, where 
ſhe commonly read to a full and frequent Auditory. 

Leontium, a Grecian Damſel, was fo well ſeen in Philoſophical Con» 
templation, that ſhe feared not to write a Book againit the worthy Theo- 
 phraſtus. = 
F + wu the Daughter of Pythagors, and her Mother, were excellent 
 Philoſophery. - 

Pytbagoras protefles he often adviſed with, wid received help from 
' Themiftoclea. 

TI ſhould be too troubleſom to you, if I ſhould (peak particularly of the 
Learning of Adeſfia, the Wiſdom of Hermodica, the Improvement of 

Themiſte in Pythagorean Philoſophy,” of the Works of Genebiia, or how 
eloquent the two Daughters of L. Craſſus were. 

I had almoſt forgotten Chriſtine Qgeen of Sweden in. Philology and 
Philoſophy, ſuperior to molt of the great Scholars in Europe. 

"Pool Cato's ONT) was 5the beſt Billoſopherir in her! Tire. 
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Hs " Some Women hav underid the Mathers, CG * Dy . 


The Muthematicks require as match Criulbels as pay Art or $el- 
ence, yet ſome Women have attained an extraordinary, knowledge in 
theſe allo. 


Hyppatia of Ajexandria, Daughter of Theon,. wrig of Aftronomy 3. 


ſhe was Protefior in, the School in Alexandria, where ſhewas freqzren> 
ted by many worthy Scholars. Afterwards by ſachs enviced her 
Fame for Learning, ſhe was pitifully ſlain and: maſſacred, 

A Lady oflate, I have forgot her name: is fo well skilled in the Ma- 
thematicks, that ſhe hach printed divers Tables .' :; i ; 

Tf any think all this Learving is but meerly baton, I acknowledga 
the great end of Arts.and Tongues is the:hetter to-enable us to know 
God in Jeſus Chriſt, and our own jelves, | that we may glocihs and en» 
joy him for cvers | 

4 © Sd Cbriſftum diſcir.uil ot-fi cetera arſeive. ©. 

| 84 Chritum neſeiss nil of etpra ”_ 6 
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| Many \ Women have improved their hundas: Knowledge, r as by 
Gods Blefling hath been 4 means of their obtaining Spiritual Knowledg. 
Fabiola, a Roman, Matxon, :had attained fo' great Perfetion in the 
nowledge of the Sctiptures,. that ſhe. had a reverent Reſpe& from 
Learngd in her. Time. Sts. Ferone vouchlated to dedicate. a Book 
her intituled de Veſta Sacerdotali:: 
' Marcella, a Roman, was ſo ernent in the Knowledge of Divinity, 
that St. Ferome ſalutes her by Name in many of his Epikiles. He writ 
diverſe Books to her. One de Mundi contempt 3 another of .the _ 
Names God is called by amongſt the Hebrews 3 a Third of Faith 3 
Fourth of Blaſphemy againſt the Holy .Ghoſts..And diverſe others. 

Exuſtochium, the Daughter of Paula, a Roman Matron, was ſo ex- 
cellent a Divine, and ſo well practiſed in the Sbriptures, and in the 
Greek, Latin, .and Hebrew Dialects, that ſhe-was called the new Prodo=- 
gy of the World. 

We may reflect. upon diverſe of thoſe before mentioned to ſupply 
the Defe. of Examples in this Place. Queen Elizabeth, and the La- 
dy Fane Grey were eminent for their Knowledge in Religion. 

Roſuida, Elizabeth of Schonangia, Conſtantia the Wite of. Alexander 
Sforza, and her Daughter Baptiſta, were excellent in Divinity as well 
a5 Philoſophy, The 
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good a Divine ſhe'was. 
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The Works of Anz Maris Schurman, that are extant, declare how 


- 


I ſhall conclude with 7ſols Navarsla, who writ many eloquent Epi- 
files. "She was a great proficient in FOIny and Theology, 'as ap- 
pears bythat Book fhe wrete by way-of Dialogue, between Adam and 
Eve, which ſinned furſt and moſt 3 and by divers other Books. 


* There is one thing yet remaining, in which Women have excelled, + 


that is, Poetry. Their excellenoy in this, tends as much to their vindi- 
cation-as any thing yet fpuken to. To be a Poetaſter, is no great matter 3 


- but to be a Poer-lamreat, requires great natural endowments, ſuch as 


man caanot lend, if God doth not give 3 Poeta naſcitur, non fit. If a 
man's natural parts be low, Induſtry, Education, Time, and PraQice, 

raiſe to ſome competent height in Oratory z therefore we ſay, Ora- 
for fit : But all the Inſtruction and Education in the World, all the 


- pains, time, and patience imaginable, can never infuſe that ſublime 


Faucy, that ſtrong Memory, and excellent Judgment required in one 
that ſhall wear the Bayes. If Women have been good Poets, Men in- 
jure them exceedingly, to account them giddy-headed Goſſips, fit only 
to diſcourſe of their .Hens, Ducks, - and Geeſe, and not by any means 
to be ſuffered to meddle with Arts and Tongues, leſt by intollerable 
pride they ſhould run mad. | 

If Iidomake this appear, that Women have been good Poets, it will 
confirm all I have ſaid before : for, beſides natural Endowments, there 
is required a general and univerſal improvement in all kinds of Learning. 
A good Poet, muſt know things Divine, things Natural, things Moral, 
things Hiſtorical, and things Artificial z together with the ſeveral terms 
belonging to all Faculties, to which they muſt allude. Good Poects.muſt 
be-univerſal Scholars, able to uſe a pleaſing Phraſe, and to expreſs them- 
ſelves with moviog Eloquence. 


Women have been good Poets. 


Becauſe ſo much depends upon this, I beg the Mens paticnce, if I be 
a little tedious on this Point. I queſtion not the Women will be con- 
tcnted to hear their Sex vindicated. 

* I begin with Minerva, the Goddeſs of Wiſdom 3 ſhe was for no other 
reaſon reckoned amongſt the Goddeſſes, but for her excellency and-cyn- 
ning in Poctry and other good Arts, .of which ſhe is faid to be thefirſt 
Inventreſs. | | 

There 


. 
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C13: : 
There were three Corinna's, famous for Poctry. One lived in the 
time of Auguſtus, and was very dear to Ovid: .” A ſecond was called Co> 
rinna Theſpia, ſhe is celebrated in the Booksof the: Antient Poets, eſpe- 
cially Statixs» The third, and moſt eminent, was Corima Thebans 3 
ſhe was Daughter of Archelodorus aud Procratia, and Scholar to Myrtis, 
In five ſet Conteſts ſhe hore away the Palm from Pindar, Prince of the 
Lyrick Pocts. She publiſhed five Books of Excellent Epigrams. 
Erinna, Sir-named Teia, or (as ſome will have it) Telia, from the 
Iſland Telos, not far diſtant from Gideon 3 ſhe flouriſhed in the time of 
Dion of Syracuſa,and publiſhed an excellent Poem in the Dorick Tongue, 
beſides divers Epigrams. Her Stile was ſaid to come near the Majeſty 
of Homer's. Shedied when ſhe was but nineteen years of Age. 
Sappho, the Daughter'of Scamandaurys, lived in the-time of Tarqui- 
#u Priſcus 3 (he tixſt deviſed the Sapphick, Verſe, and found out the uſe* 
of the Harp with a Quill. There was alſo another Sappho called Mitele- 
na, -who lived long atter« She publiſhed'many rare and famous Poems 
amoneſt the Greeks 3 and therefore had the honour to be called the tenth 
Muſe. 
of Valeria Falcoua, a Roman Matron, lived in the time of Hoxo+ 
ris and Theodofius junior. ' She compoſed a Divine Poem of the Life, 
Works, aud Miracles of. Chriſt. She alſo Paraphraſed upon the Verſes 
of Homer, and called the Work Homeroucheutrg. ' Her Husband being 
dead, ſhe inſcribed upon his Tomb an Epitaph, Engliſhed thus ; 


To God, to Prince, Wife, Kindred, Friends, the Poor ; 
Religions, Loyal, True, Kind, Stedfaft, Dear, 

In Zeal, Faith, Love, Help, Amuty, and Store 3 
He, that ſo liv'd, and. ſo decear'd, lies here. 


I had almoſt forgot the Sybils : The Name ſignitres ſuch as have 
thoughts of God. As a Man that prophelicth is called a Prophet, ſoa 
Woman predicting, was called a Sybil. There: were. twelve of theſe, 
all of them Poets. Sybills Lybica invented the Hetoick, Verſe. Sybillz 
Delphica was ſo famous a Poet, that Homer did take many of hes Verſes 
to himſelf, and made them his own. All of them delivered their Oraclcs 
in Verſe : If their Verſes were not ſo ſmooth as Homers and Heſiuds, an 


abatement mult be made fox.the matter.ayd manger of their, ſpcaking,; 


which” was uſually, in an.extalig. . They all-propheficd of Chrilt. ..L; 
ſhall inſert only one or two of their Predictions thus Engliſhed, 


"a 3) 


A King, a Brieft, - Prophet, all theſe three 
Shall meet in one 3 Sacred Divi | 
| Shall be +o Fleſþ  eſpons'd. O, who Can ſean 
This Myftery, uniting God with Man ! 
When this rare Birth into the World ſhall come, 
He the great God of Oracles ftrikes dumb, 


Sybille Delphics ſpeaks to this purpoſe, . 


An. Angel ſpall deſcend, and ſay, 
Thou bleſſed Mary hatl ; 
Thou ſhalt conceive, bring forth, wet be 
A Virgin without fail. . "Ally 


Threo Gifts the: ChalPans to thy \ Son - 
Shall tender with much pietie, 

Hyrrhe to a Man, Gold to a King, . 
And Incenſe. to. a Dettie, ; 


hall mention aki one more, which is that Es. - - 
Sybilla. Enropas. + : 


When the- great King of ll the World ſhall have - 
No pres Paik Ws which he may be known, . 
When he that comes, all mortal'men to ſave, : 
Shall. find bis own Life by the World Orethrowy. -. © 
When the moſt Fuſt, injuſtice ſhall am 
And the great Fudge be Judged by I 08H 


Death! when to-Death, s DeinÞ by Death bath given,” | | | 


Then flaall be-op't the long: Pee Gates of Heaven, 


F'do not produce theſe as Foundations of our Faith z We have a more. 
ſure word of Propheſte which we ought to look unto, as a Light that 
ſhineth ina dark ae! This is more ſure than that which weſte with - 

bi | 


our Eyes, hear witth ar Ears, or handle with our Hands, 


Cleobulin 
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* Cleobulina was Daughter of Cleobwlus Lindns, on of the ſeven Wiſe 
"Mich of Greece. - She imitated, and ſome think. did equalize her Father. 
' She was eminent for Enigma $ and. Riddles. Take this one readred 
thus: 


One Father hath twelve Childres great and fmaHl, ; 
And they beget twice fifteen, Danghters all ; h 
Half of them White, balf Black,, immortal made 3  . © 

And yet we ſee bow every hour #hey fade. J 


I cannot leave out Helps, the Wife of the Famous Philoſopher and 
Poet Boethins Severinus z becauſe many Hymns to the Apoſiles are yet 
extant, which Gyraldus and the beſt Writers conſtantly afrm to be hers. 
She v writ her Epitaph with her own hand. trepllated us $:: - 


*Helpis my Name, me Sicily firſt bred, 
A Husbaud's love drew me from bence to Rome, 
IPhere Thong liv'd in joy, but now lie dead, 
My Soul - ſubmitting to th'. Almighties doom» | 
And T believe this. fleſh again ſpall riſe,  . 
And 7 behold my Saviour with theſe yer. 


'Y may put- Philexis and Aftenifſ togerher ;, they wete both good Po» 
ets, and imitated one another. 

Hildegardis Moguntina was eminent for Learning and Picty 4s well 
as Poctry : Her Works were, approved itt the gay 1&1: at Tryers, 


where Dr. Bernard was prefent. . ek 7, qqe 3 82933097] 104; 4750 
' Ariſtophanes ſpeaks much of Clitagors Lacedeminies «n& Beraboi in his 
Hemerica {peaks more of  Heſtia Alexandria Nt 


Antipater Theſſalus, gives the titſt pace artiongR the dine Lyric Poets, 
to Paxilla Syconia, She lived in the thirty ſecond Olympiad. : 

I ſhould be too tedious, if I ſhould give you a _ account what 
Seneca al of: Michaete 1 wins. dvftopbenes; of: Ghartkzenat, what Ce- 
lins ſpeaks 0 t Muſea or, what Textor samembersof Merva® 

G_ cina, Lutteia Mimaz. Caſaudra, Magalotrote, were. good Po- 
ets. _—_ Argentaria,. Wite to-the:amous Poet Lucan, was reputed of 
that excellent Leagniugey thts ſhejalliliediber Huzband, wi this. three firſt 
Books, entituled Pharſalig+,1 i yu 51G 

I can but name thoſe Poets Anyle, Nofiis, Myro Byzantls, Danupbils 3 


becauſe I; —_ to: ——_— A I a: ;f \Quljenkt hotice, theſe 
.C2 4 - numerous 
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numerous Exampks of Requued Women, do plainly prove, they were 
heretofore liberally educated. | | 

Lorentia Stoza is now famous in Traly for divers Hymns ſhe compoſed 
in divers kinds of Verſe, eſpecially in excellent $2pphicks. 4 wh 

How excellent a Poet Mrs. Broadſtreet is, { now in America ) her 
;/Works do teftife.. | 

We need no- of ncomium of Mris. Philips, than-what Mr. 
Cowley gives, he plucks the Lawrel from his own Brow, to crown hers, 
as bett deſerving it. Beſides, her Works in priut ſpeak for her. 

Sir Fohn Harington in\his Allegory upon the 37 Books of Ariofla,come- 
mends unto us-the four hters of Sir Anthony, Cook; alſo the Lady 
Ruſſel, the Lady Bacon; t dy Killegrew, giving to cach of 'them,for 
Poetry, a worthy Gharacter z whither I refer the Reader. 

In the fame place the Author commends to us, a great T:at;an Lady, 
Vittoria, who writ largely and Jearnedly in the praiſe of her dead Hu(- 
band. With whom I may;rank (it-in the compariſon I 'do not under- 
prize) the beautiful and learned Eady Mary, Counteſs of Pembrock, the 
worthy Siſter to.that incomparable Perſon Sir Philip Sidney. 

The Lady Fane-Grays and the Lady Arabellz; had x great faculty in 
Poetry. L972 $33 No "ER Lt Io 

The two Orations delivered at the Univerſities by Queen Elizabeth's 
own Mouth, gives ample teſtimony of her Oratory. Thoſe ingeni- 
ous Fancies, and pleaſant Poems, bearing her Name, ſhews ſhe. was a 
good Poet. | " i? 

The Lord Burghlies three Daughters were eminentfor Learning, and 
competcut Poets 4 as appears by theſe Verſes made- upon this occafion. 
Sileſia was in Corawat, 'her Husband' was deſigned to be ſent Embaſſa- 
dor; Myildreda her Siſter was at Court, who had intereſt there to hinder 
this intended. Embaſſic of. her Brother 3 S3Jefia writes to her Sifter 
Mildred : - | | | ; TO 


$4 mihi,” quem cupio Dominum, Mildreda, remittas, 
Ta bona, tw melior, tu mibi ſola Soror. 
Sin malecuntiando retines, vel trans Mare mittas, 
 . Tu mala, tu pejor, #n mibi nulla Soror. 
. . A ſsComubians, 83h: pax ſit; & onmiateta, 
Sin Mare, Sileſiz nuntio bella, Vale: .  -- 
FEY. HE On, $5 01} RA LON 20007 230% 
Mildred; thy Hueband dear; if you now bath: do Jend; 
Better than good you. ars, and Sifter to the end. 


Buj- 


CO 
Biot if you him. ftay there, or fend him &re the Sea, 
Much worſe than n1ught you are, no Siſter you. ſhall be«-- 
If Cornwal be does fee, D'le pray, and all good tell 3 
But if be croſs the Sea, I am your fore, Farewel. - . 
Sileſia. 


K may now be demanded, by thoſe ftudious of Antiquity, why the 
Vertues, the Diſciplines, the Nine Mules, the Deviſers, and Patzpns 
of all good Arts, the Three Graces 3 ſhould rather bc repreſented under 
the Feminine Sex, and their Pictures be drawn to the Portrai&ures of 


Damoſels, and not have Maſculine Denominations, and the Effigies- 


of Men ? Yea, why Chriſtians themſelves, in all their. Books. and Writ- 
ings which they commit to Poſterity, ſtill continue the ſame practice ? 
Why Wiſdom is (aid to be the Daughter.of the Higheſt, and not the 
Sen? Why Faith, Hope, and Charity, her Daughters, are repreſented 
as Women ? + Why ſhould the ſeven Liberal Arts be expreſſed in Wo- 
mens Shapes * Doubtleſs this is one reaſon 3, Women were the Inventors 
of many of theſe Arts, and the promoters of them, and fince have ſtu» 
dyed them, and attained to an excellency in them : . And being, thus a- 
dorned and beautihed with theſe Arts, as a teſtimony of our gratitude 
for their Invention, and as a token of honour for their Proficiency 3 we 
make Women the emblems of theſe things, having, no fitter Hierog]y- 
phick.to expreſs them by.. I ſhall add this one thing, worthy obſerva 
tion, to the great honour and commendation of the Feminine Sex. . 

The parts of the World have their denomination from Women, 42 
is ſo called from the Nymph Afia, the Mather of Fapezbus and Prome- 
thew- Emrope, from Exropa the -Daughter of Agenor. Lybia (which 
is: Africa). from Libia the Daughter of Epaphus. America (latcly dif 
covered) bears the ſame Female Figure. 

Tt is uſual for men.to pride and boaſt-themſclves in the WHdom, Va= 
Jour, and Riches of their Anceſtors.z - what wiſe Men their Eore-fathers 
have been, what great things they have done, and what large poſſeſſions - 
they have had, when they themſelves are degenerated and become Igno- 
rant, Cowardly, beggarly, dcbauched Sots: . 

I hope Women will make another uſe.of what I have ſaid 3 - inſtead 
of claiming honour: from what Women have formerly becn,. they will 
labour to. imitate.them, an. learning thoſe. Arts their, Sex: bath: invented, 
in ftudying thoſe /T Pngues they have. underſtood, and.in practiling 
thoſe Virtues ſhadowed under their Shapes 3 the kuowledge of Arts- 

and: 


| C22) 
- and Tongues; theexercſe of Virtue aud Piety, will certainly (let men 
ſay whac they will) make them honourable, , | \ 4 


Mu 


- 


Care ought to-be taken by us to Educate Women in Learning, 


Hat I may be more diſtin@ in-what I 


of | Women 
+0 RICH 1. 


: Women are of two farts, < p © © R, 
'T do not-mean, that it -is neceffary to the efſe, to the' ſubſiſtence, or ito 


intend, I ſhall diſtinguiſh of 


Of good natural Parts, 
Of low Parts. | 


the Salvation.of Women, to be thus educated. :Thoſe that are mean in 
the World, have not an opportunity for this Education ;'' Thoſe that 
are of low Parts, though they have opportunity, 'cannot reach this; 
Ex quoris ligno non fit Minerva : My meaning is, Perſons that God hath 
bleſſed with the things of this World, that have competent natural 
-Parts, oper to be educated in Knowledge 3 That is, it is much better 
"they ſhould ſpend the time of their. Youth, to be competently inſtructed 
in thoſe things uſually taught to' Genflewoman at Schools,” and 'the 
. overplus of their time to be ſpent in gaining Arts, 'nd Tongues, and 
uſeful Knowledge, rather than to trifle away ſo many precious minutes 
meerly to poliſh their Hands ani Feet, to curl their Locks, to dreſs and 
trim their Bodies 3 and in the mean time to negle& their Souls, and not 
at all, or very little to endeavour to know God, Jefus-Chrift,Them(elves, 
and the things of Nature, Arts and Tongues, ſubfervient to theſe. I do 
not deny bue Women ought to be brought yp to a.comely and decent 
carriage, to their Needle, to Neatnels, to _ all thoſe things 
that do particularly belpng to their Sex. But when theſe things are 
. cotnpeteutly cared for, and where there are Endowments of Nature and 
leaſure, then higher things onght to be endeavoured after.  Meerly to 
teach Gentlewomen'to Frisk and Dance, to paint their Faces, to.curl 
their Hair, toput on a'Whisk, tq wear gay Clothes, is not truly to a- 
.dorn, but to adultcrate their Bodies 5 yea, (what 5 worſe ) to defile 
their Souls. * This ( like Cirtes Cup) 'tarns them to Bealts 5 whillt 
their Belly is their Godd, they become Swine 3 whilſt Luſt, they become 
Goats 3 and'whilft Pride is thetr God;they become very Devils. 'Doubt- 
E&f5 this under-breeding of Wop WRgg amongſt Heathen and Barba- 
xous:People 3 it continues with the Hygiany, where they make their Wo- 
men 


O23.) | 


men meer ſlaves, and wear them out in drudgery. . It is prattifed 


amongſt degenerate and Apoſtate Chriftians, upon the fame ſcore, and: 


now 1s a part of their Rdigion 3 it would therefore be a piece of Refor- 
mation-to corre it 3 and it would notably countexmine them who fight - 


againſt ns,” as-Satan againſt Adam, by {educing our Wemen, who then 
eaſily ſeduce their Husbands: - 

Had God intended.Women onely as a finer ſort of Cattle, he would. 
not have made them reaſonable. Braits, a few degrecs higher than Dnils 


or Monkies, - (whictr the Indians uſe to do many. Offices) might have- 
better fitted ſome-mens Luſt, Pride, and: Pleaſure 3 eſpectally thoſe that. 


deſire to keep them-ignorant-to be tyrannizcd over. - | | 
God intended Woman as a help-meet to Man, in his conſtant conver« 


ſation, and in the concerns of his Family and Eſtate, when he ſhould 


moſt need, in ſickneſs, weakneſs, abſence, death, &c. Whilſt we 
neglect to fit them for theſe things, werrenounce God's Bkiling, he hath 


appointed Women for, are ungrateful to him, cruel to them, and in- - 


jurious to our ſelves. . 


I remember a difcourſe in E#aſmus;- between an Abbot and a learned 


Woman. She gives many good Reaſons why Women ſhould be learn- 


ed, that they might -know God, their Saviour, underſtand his Sacred ' 
Word, and admirc'him in his wonderful Works 3 that they might alſo 


better admitifter their Houſhold Afﬀairs amongſt 'a multitude of Ser- 


vants, who would have more reverence towards them, becauſe they - 


were: above them in underſtanding,” Further, ſhe found a great con- 
tent in reading good Atithors at ſpare times. - He'gives her one Anſwer 
to all this, That Women would never be kept inc ſubjeftion if they were 
learned ; as he found by experience amongtt his Monks, of all things in 
the World, he hated nothing: ſo much as a learned Monk,. who would 
alwayes be contradicting his Superior, from the Decretals out of Peter 
and Pail, He' cared -not if all his Monks were turned into Swine, fo 
long as they would be obedient, and not diſturb himin his Pleaſures, 


Doubtleſs if that generation of Sots (who deny more Polite Learning 


to Women): would ſpeak- out, they would: tell you, If 'Women ſhoul 
be: permittcd - Arts, «they. would be wiſer than-themſelves: (a thing, not 
to be endured) then they would never be ſuch tame fools and very ſlaves 
as now they make them; therefore it is'a wicked miſchievous thing to 
tevive the Ancient Cuſtom of Educating them:  _ oof 
' Seeing Nature produces Women of ſuch excellent Parts, that they do 
often equalize, ſome-times excel men,in what- ever they attempts what 


reaſon can be given why they ſhonld not be improved. ? ry 
| Nething 


ap". - l % 


*Nothing is more excellent than Mani his exc@llency doth not- con-- 
ſilt in his fmooth Skin, or ere& Countenance, but in his Reaſonable 
Soul 3 and the excellency of Reaſon is, when it is improved by Art. 

: Learning perfe&s and adorns the Soul, which all Creatures aim at. 
Nay more, a principal -part of- God's Image in Man's firſt Creation, con- 
ſiſted in Knowledge. Sin hath clouded this: why ſhould we not by in- 
ſtruction endeavour to repair that which ſhall be perfeRed in Heaven? 

None deny the underſtanding of the higheſt things belong to Woe 
men 3 as, The knowledge of God,Meditation of his Word, Contempla- 
tion of his Works; and they have been all along: eminently employed 
in the great Tranſactions of the Church:In the Old-Teſtament, Miriam, 
Debora, Fael , Fudith, Eſther. In the New-Teſtament, the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin, Anna, Phebe, Priſcilla, Lows, Eunice, the Ele&t Lady, ec. were all 
uſeful and ſerviceable to the Church. Who then will foxbid them the 
fiudying of -Arts, Tongues, Hiſtory, Philoſophy, &c. fubſervient to 
theſe? None can reverence the Majeſty of -God, nor admire his -wonr, 


 derful Works, unleſs they in ſome meaſure know him and them. 


This .Nation was delivered from the Danes, by the Valour, Secrefie, 
and Fidelity of the -Wemen 3 and from worſe, than Daniſh ſlavery 
by the means of a Woman. "= 

It any deſire diſtinly to-know what they ſhould be inſtructed in ? | 
' "I Anſwer, I cannot tell where to-begin to admit Women, nor from 
what part of Learning; to exclude them, in regard of their Capacities. 
The whole Encyclopedeia of Learning may be uſeful ſome way or other 
to them. Reſpe& indeed is to be had to the Nature and Dignity of 
each Art and Science, as they arc more or I{s ſubſervicat.to Religion, 
and may be uſeful to them'in their ſtation. 1 would not- deny them the 
knowledge of -Grammar and Rhetorick, becaule they. diſpoſe to ſpeak 
handſomly. Logick muſt be allowed, becaulſc it is the Key to all Sci- 
ences. »Phyſick, eſpecially Viſibles, as Herbs, Plants, Shrubs, Drugs, 
&e. muſt be ſtudyed, becauſe this will exceedingly pleaſe themſelves, 
and fit them to be helpful to otherss The Tongues ought to be ſtudyed, 
eſpecially the Greek, and Hebrew, theſe will enable to-the better. under- 
Nanding of the Scriptures. | | | 

. The:Mathematicks,. more eſpecially Geography, will be uſcful.; this 
puts life-into Hiſtory. Muſick, Painting, Poetry, &c. area great or- 
nament and pleaſure. Some things that are more practical, are not ſo 
Gmaterial, becauſe publick Employmevnts, in-the Field ang Courts, are u- 
Tulty denycd to Women :-Yet ſome have not been inferior tomany men 
cyen in thele things. alſos Witnels Semirami amonglt the Babyloyzans ; 
HR = | the 
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| "The Queen of Sheba in' Arabia 3; «Miriam and Debira among the Hrac- 
lites > Katherine de"Medicesin France 3 Queen Eliſabeth in England-.*., 
. © Valerius Maximus tells us of divers Women that have, with good. 
ſucceſs and great applauſe, pleaded their own Cauſes, as Ameſia 'Sent- 
nias and Hortenfia the Daughter of ©. Hortenſins, b 
Amaleſuentha, Queen of the Gothick Empire in Laly, contempora- 
ry with Juſtinian, was cxccedingly valued by him as appezrs by his 
Epiſtles recorded by Caffiadorus. | 
' Zenobia made the Countrey famous by her Learning and Prudence. 
.. In theſe late Times there are ſeveral inſtances of Women, when 
their Husbands were ſerving their King and Countrey, defended their 
Houſes, and did all things, as Souldiers, with Prudence and Valour, 
like Men. 

' They appeared before Committees, and pleaded their own Caules 
With good ſucceſs. | p 

This kind of Education will be very uſeful to Women. 

7. The profit will be to themſelves. In the general they will be able 
to-underſtand, read, write, and ſpeak their Mother-Tongye, which 
they cannot well do without this. They will have ſomething to exer- 
ciſe their thoughts abont, which are buſte and agive, Their quality 
tics them at home 3. if Learning be their Companion, Delight and Plea-- 
ſure will be their Attendants : for there is no pleaſure, greater, nor more 
ſutable to an ingenious mind, than what is founded in Knowledge 3 it 
i5 the firſt Fruits of Heaven, and a glymps of that Glory we afterwards 
expect. There is inall an innate defire of knowing, and the ſatisfying 
this is the greateſt pleaſure, Men are very cruel that give them leave to 
look at a diftance, only to know they do not know 3 to make any thus 
to-tantalize, is a great torment. . 

' This will be a Hedge againſt Hereſtes. - Men are furniſhed with Arts 
and Tongues for this purpoſe, that they may ſtop the mouths of their 
Adverſariess And Women ought to be Learned, that they may ſtop 
their ears againſt Seducers. It cannot be imagined ſo many Perſons of 
Quality would be ſo cafily carried alide with every wind of Doctrine, 
had they bcen furniſhed with theſe defenſive Arms I mean, had they 
been inſtructcd in 'the plain rules of artificial reaſoning, ſo as to diſtin- 
guith a true and forcible Argument, from a, yain and captious Fallacy. 
Had they been furniſhed with Examples of the moſt frequent illuſions of 
erronious Seducers. Hereſiarks crecp into Houſes, and lead filly Womzn 
captive, then they lead their Husbands, both. their Children; as the 
D,vil did Eve, ſhe her Husband, they their Poſterity, 
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Kt is none of the Teaft couſiderations, that 3' Warn thus educated; 
who moedeltly'uſtes her-Learniag, is, in deſpight.of envy, honoured by 
moſt; eſpeciatly wiſe and'good men 3 ſuch a. one is: admired and even. 
adored by the vulgar and'Hliterate. | 

More particularly, perſons of higher quality, for want of this Edu- 
cation, have nothing to-imploy themſelves inz but are forced to Caxds, 
Dice,. Playes; and-trothy. Romances, mcerly to drive away. the time 3 
whereas knowledge in Arts and Tongues. would pleafantly.imploy them, 
and-npon occaſion benefit others. ' 48 

Seneca -endeayouring to comfort his Mother Helvigiq in her Aﬀfiction, 
when he was under B1niſhment, ſuggeſts to her, that ſhe had been lis 
berally brought up, and might now have an opportunity to be tarther 
improved, and might comfort her {elf in the {tudy of Philoſophy, _ 

We cannot be ſo ſtupid as to imagine, that God. gives Ladies great 
Eftates, mecrly. that they may Eat, Drink, Sleep, and riſe up to Flay. 
Doubtleſs they ought-not to live thus... God, that' will:take an account 
for every-idle thought, will certainly reckon with thoſe Perſons that ſhall 
ſpend their whole lives in idle play-and chat. Poor Women will make 
but a lame excuſe at-the laſt day for their vain lives 3. it will befome- 
thing to. fay, that (they were educated no better.. But what Anſwer. 
Men will make, that do induſtrioufly deny them better improvement, 
leſt they. ſhould be wiſer.than themſelves, I caunot imagine. 


© QC Unmarried, 
More particularly, Womerrare < Married. 
| £ Widows .- 


As for Unmarried Perſons; who-are able to ſubfift without a depen 
dance, they have a fairer opportunity than Men, if they continue long 
in that eſtate, to improve the Principles they. have ſucked in, and to 11- 
peu the Seeds of Learning which have been ſown in-their minds in their 
tender years. . Betides, this will be an honeſt and profitable diverſion to 
poſſeſs their minds, to keep out worle thoughts Maids that cannot 
fabſit without depending, as Servants, may. chulſe their places, to at- 
tend upon honourable Perſons, or to be imployed in Nurſeries ; by their 
Converſation, to teach Tongues to Children, whilſt carried in Arms 3 
who perhaps, when they find their. own feet,. will not abide the redium- 
of a School.. 

The famous Lord Mowntagy was thus improved, to the amazement of 
all, which made him ever after hate all Pedantick Education, . Tal 

ans - 
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© Snlins Ceſar allo received {ucts a tinQuze, whilh he was inthe Nur- 
ſery, that he was the reviver of the purity of the Latin Tongue in his 


Married Perſons, by vettue of this Education, may be very uſcful to 
their Husbands in their Trades, as the Women are in Holland; and to 
their Children, by timcly mftrucing them, before they are fit to be ſent 
to School 3 as was the caſe of Ceſa# and the Lord Mountag. 

IL need not ſhew how ay Perfons, thus brought up, it they happen 
to be Widows, will be able to underliand aud manage their own 
Aﬀairs. | | 

2. Women thus educated, will be benehictal to their Relations, It is 

4 great bleſſing of God to a Family,to provide a good Wite for the Head, 
if it be eminent; anda prefage of ruine, when he ſends a ranting Fe- 
zebel to a {oft A4hab. þ,/ 
- One Atbaliah, martied to Joram, plucks ruine upon the Houle of Fe- 
boſaphats How many Familics have been ruined by this one thing, the 
bad egducation of Women ? Becauſe the Men: hnd no fatisfactory cons 
verſe or entertainment at home, out of meer wearineſs they ſeek abroad3 
hence they negle& their Buſtacls, ſpend their Eftates, deſtroy their Bo- 
dies, and oftentimes damn their Souls. CRY F 

The Italians flight their Wives, becauſe all neceſſary knowledge, that 
may make them ſerviceable (attainable by inſtitution) is denycd them : 
but they court, adore, and glory in their Curtezans, though common 
Whores 3 becauſe they are-poliſhed with more generous breeding. 

Many learned Men, having married Wives of excellent; Parts, have 
themſelves inftrucged them m all-kinds of Learning, ths more.to- fic 
them for their Converſe, and to indear them and their ſociety to them, 
and to make therh admired by others. The Woman'is the glory of the 
Man3 we joy in our Children when eminent, and ih oar Wives when 
excellent, either in- Body or Mind. '23 | 

[ have ſaid before how they may improve their Children in Learning, 
eſpecially the Tongues 3 I mention it again, becauſe it is a reafon of 10 
great weight, that it is ſufficient ( if there was nothing elſe ) to turn 
the Scale. Txllia had never been ſocloquente, had not ſhe had ſo learned 
a Mother as Hortenfia- 

The Gracchi, Baptiſha, Damar, Ariſtippus, Euſtochium (before men- 
tioned) had never been ſo famous in Arts and Tongues, had they not 
been timely- taught by their Motticrs,” Cornelia, Canſtantia, - Arete, and 
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King Lemuel's Wiſdom was extraordinary, yet he acknowledges the 
Seeds were fown-+ by the timely inſtruction of his Mother, .Prov.' 3 1; 
Therefore Solomon charges Children to mind the Inſtruction of their 
Mothers 3 having found ſo much good by it himſelf. 

Beſides, none have fo great an advantage of-making. moſt deep im- 
preflion on their Children, as Mothers. What a prudent'and virtuous 
Mother commends by Precept and Example, ſticks long 3. witneſs Le+ 
mucl and his Proverbs, many of which - he. ſuckt in with his. Mothers 
Milk. | 

Timothy was taught the Holy Scriptures from a Child, by his Grand+ 
mother Lois, and by his Mother Eunice. 2 

We may preſume the Children of the Ele& Lady, were'found walks 

ing in the Truth from their Mothers Inſtructions, -For they ſeldom 
ſpeake the Language of Canaan, whoſe Mothers are of Aſhdeod. 
" 3. 'Women thus inſtructed will be beneficial to the:Nation. . Look 
into all -Hiſtory, thoſe Nations ever were, now are, and alwayes ſhall 
'be, the worſt of Nations, where Women are moſt undervalucd ; as in 
Ruſſia, Ethiopia, and all the Barbarous Nations of the World... One 
great Reaſon why our Neighbours the Dutch have thriven to admirati» 
ON, is the great care they take in-the Education of their Women, from 
whence they are to be accounted more vertuous, and'to be ſure more uſe- 
Fal than any Women in the World, We cannot. expe& otherwiſe to 
prevailagainſt the Ignorance, Atheifm, Prophaneneſs, Superſtition, Ido- 
Tatry, Luſt, that reigns in the Nation, than by a Prudent, Sober, Pi- 
ous, Vertiious -Education . of -our Daughters... Their Learning would 
ſir up ouf'Sons,. whom God and Nature hath made-ſuperior, to a juſt 
eautlation. -- * - 1--:-- RT, 

Had we a ſufficient number of Females thus inftru@ed to furniſh the 
Nurſeries of Noble Families, their Children might be improved in, the 
knowledge of the Learned Tongues before they were aware, Lmentis 
on this a third time, becauſe it is of ſuch moment-and concern. 

The memory -of Queen Eliſabeth is yet freſh. . By. her Learning fhe 
was fitted for Government, and ſwayed the Scepter of this Nation with 
as great honour as any man before her.. 

Our very reformation of Religion, ſeems to be begun and carried on 
by Women. 

Mris. 41n Arkae, a Perſon. famous .for Learning and Pixty, fo ſea» 
foned the Queen,and Ladies at Courc,by her Precepts and Examples, and 
after ſealed her Profeſſion with her Blood, tHfat the Seed of Reformation 
ſeemed to be lowed by her hands: 
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. Henry the Eighth made 2 begihning out of State Policy, his Femi=+ 
nine Relations ated out- of true Piety 3 this ſtuck:m the Birth till his- 


Daughter Queen Elizabeth carriedit to the height it is now at. 
My defign is not to fay all that may be ſaid in the praiſe of Women. 


Hew modelt and chaſt many have been z how remarkable in their love to 


their Husbands, how: conſtant in Religion, how datitul to. thcix Pa» 
rents, or how beneficial to their Countrey. «59 

The Scripture mentions the wiſe Woman at Abel, who ranſomed the. 
City from Foab's Sword with Sheba's Head, when all the men were in a 
maze and knew not what to do... Debora was more inftrumental to de- 
liver Iſrael than Baraks. Nz2bal. and his Houſe had been deſtroyed, had 
not Abigail wiſely pacified David, The whole People of the Fews had. 
been cut off, had not Hefter adventurcd her lite at-the feet of Abaſe- 
FU Se : I, 
My intention is not to equalize Women to Men, mach leſs tos make: 
them ſuperior. They.are the weaker Sex, yet capable of impreſhons. of 
great things, ſomething like to the beſt of Men. 

Hercules and Theſes were very valiant Manaligþe and Hyppolite 
were little inferior to them. Zexxes and Timanthes were brave Pain= 
ters. So were Timarete, Irene, Lala, Martia, and many others. 

For Poetry, Sappho may be compared with Axacreon-z Corinna with 
Pindar. Tullia was eloquent like Cicer9. Cato's Daughter little infe- 
rior to. himſclt.in the Theory and Practice of. Philoſophy. Semiramia 
was like Alexander in magnificence. The Tangquils as politick-as Ser- 
wins Tullines. _ The Porcea's were as magnanimous as Brutws. 

- The inference I make from hence is,- that Women are not ſuch filly 
giddy creatures, as many proud ignorant men would make them 3 as 
1t they were uncapable of all improvement by Learning) and unable to 


digeſt Arts, that require auy folidity of Judgment. Many men will * 


tell you, they are ſo untiable and unconſtant, born down upon all occa= 
fions with ſuch a torrent of Fear, Love, Hatreds Luſt; Pride, and all ! 
mannex of. exorbitant Paſſions, that they.axe uncapable to-pradtiſe any 
Vertues, that. require greatnels of Spirit, or firmneſs of Reſolution. . 
Let ſuch but look into Hiſtory, they will tnd Examples.cnoxw: of illus - 
ſtrious Women to confute them-. | 

Before I mention the Objections, I ſhall Rate the Propoſitions T have -- 
endeavoured to prove 3 That which I.intend is this, . That Pexſons of. - 
competent natural parts, indifferently inclip*d-and diſpoſed to Learning; - 
whom God hath blefſed with Eſtates, that they are not cumbred in the, - 
Werld, but haye liberty and opportunity in their.Childhood. and ab - 
| | | | * texwardsgs, 
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\ terwards, being competently infiructed in all things now uſeful that 
. concern them as Women, may and ought to be improved in more Po- 
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lite Learning, in Religion, Arts, and the knowledge of things, in 
Tongaes allo as ſibſervient to theſe, rather then to ſpend the over-plus 


time of their youth, in making Points for Bravery, in drefling and 


trimming themſelves like Bartholomew-Babics, in Painting and Dancing, 
in making Flowers of Coloured Straw, and building Houſes of ſtained 


Paper, and ſuch like vanities. | 


Object. No Body means Gentlewomen ſhould be thus educated in mat- 
ters of meer vanity but -in pradifing their Needle, in knowing and doing 


thoſe things that concerx good Howſewifery, which is:WWomens parttealar qua- 


lifications 


 Aaſw. T know not what-may be-meant, but I ſee what is generally 
done. In moſt Schools for educating this Sex, little more is propoſed; 


by the Undertakers, or expected by the Parents: As far as I can ob- 
ſerve, the leſs any thing of ſolidity is-taught, the more ſuch places are 
frequented. I do acknowledge,” in the ſtate of the Queſtion, that Wo- 
-men ſhould be accompliſhed in all thoſe things that concern them as Wo- 


men. My meaning is, The over-plus time may be imployed im poliſh» 
1g their minds with the knowledge of ſuch things as may be honoura» 
ble, pleaſant and profitable to them, and their Relations afterwards. 

Before I proceed further to Anſwer the remaining Objections, I de- 
fire this may be taken notice of, That what-ever is ſaid againſt this 
mannerof Educating Women,may cemmonly be urged againſt the Edu 
cation of Men. | 

 Obje. If we bring up our Daughters to Learning, no Perſons will ad- 
venture to Marry them. 

Anſw. 1. Many men, filly enough, (God knows) think themſelves 
wiſe, and will not dare to marry a wiſe Woman, left they. ſhould be 
.over-topt. | 

2. As ſome Husbands.,debauched themſelves,defire their Wives ſhould 
be chaſt, and their Children vertuous : So ſome men, ſenfible-of. their 
own want, (cauſed by their Parents negle&) will chuſe a learned Wo- 
man, in whom they may glory, and by whoſe prudence their defect 
may be ſupplyed. Oy] 

3. Learned men, to be ſure, will chuſe ſich the rather, becauſe they 
are futable. Some Men marrying Wives of good natural parts, have 
improved themſelves in Arts and Tongues, the more to fat them for 
their converſs. I TT Macy obs? 

4 Many Women formerly have been preferred for this very thing, ; 
| 3  Athenal8 


Athens, Daughter to Feontins the Philoſopher, left deſtitute by! bins; 
was entertained by his Sifter Placids for her Learning, and was after 
married to-the Emperor Theodofius, charmed by her worth, being fitted: 
by her education for: that high place the is recorded for an excellent 
Empreſs. Upon her b*ing baptized, ſhe was called Endocea. 

Conſtantine married Helenathe Daughter of Lois, more for her Learn- 
ing, than any other accompliſhments. | 
' We may probably. imagine Hortenfia, Terentia, Tulliz, and divers: 
others, had never been-marricd'to ſuch brave men, had not their Edus 
cation preferred them.. 

If: this way of- educating Gentlewomen ſhould now be ſet on foot, 
there will not be ſo great a number bred;* but (as degenerate as times: 
are) there would be tound' learned' men enow,. to whom they may be. 
preferred for thejr very Education. 8 

Object. It 14 againſt cuſtom to Educate Gentlewomen thas. - 

Anſw. Bad cuttoms ought to be broken, or elſe many good things: 
would never come into uſe. I have ſhewed this is a Heatheniſh Cuſtonz, 
or a worſe, continued amongſt us upon very bad grounds. | 

Object. Solomon's good Houſewife is commended for riſing early, ime 
floying ber Servants, making Garments, by which her Husband was known 
in the Gate. It ſeems ſhe was of quality, ſhe had ſo many Servants, and 
her Husband a Magiſtrate \ their Courts of Fudicature were at the Gate : 
0 mention is made of Arts or Tongnes.- | 

Anuſw. It ſeerns Perſons of Quality were more induſtrious in thoſe. 
times -than - they, are now. I do: not intend to hinder good Houſe- 
wifery, neither haye I called any from their neceſſary Labour to theis: 
Book.. My defign is upon ſuch Perſons whoſe leaſure is a burthen. 

Further, it Solomon's good Houſe-wite was accompliſhed with Arts 
and Tongues, ſhe would have more reverence from her Servants, and 
by. her knowledge in Economicks, know better how to manage ſo great* 
a Family. . 

Solomon - deſcribes an induſtrious Woman. -I am ſnggeſting what per= 
ſons-ought to do that are about theſe things. Thoſe that deny this, de-- 
ſerve no Anſwer, but are to be thought on with ſcorn, as that Duke that 
thought Women wife enough that knew their Hushands Doublct and 
Breeches afunder:. oY 

If there be any perfons ſo vain; and are yet pleafed with this Apiſh 
kind of Breeding now in uſe, - that deſire their Daughters ſhould be out- 
wardly drefled like Puppets; rather than inwardly adorned with Know- 
' ledge, Jet them enjoy their humour 3 but never wonder if — 

ts 


' ſets married to Buffoons, bring 'forth and breed: up 4 generation of Ba= UV 
' boons, that have little more wit than Apes and Hobby-Horfes.. ' T can- 
not fay enough againſt this Barbarous rudeneſs,” to ſuffer one part, 'T 
had almoft ſaid the better part, of our ſelves to degenerate (as far as 
: poſſible) into brutality. | | 
Object. ' 1Yomen are. of ill Natures, andwill abuſe their Education : 
They will be proud, and nat obey their Husbands z they will be pragmatich , 
and boaſt of their Parts and Improvements. The ill Nature that inthem, 
will become more wicked, the more wit. you furniſh them with. ' | 
Anſw. This is the killing, Objection, and every thick-skull'd Fellow 
that babblcs this out, thinks no Bz/lzxgsgate Woman can Anſwer it, I 
' ſhall take the Objc&ion in picces. | . 
I. They will abuſe Learning. | So do men he is egregiouſly ſim- 
ple, that argues againſt the uſe ot a necefſary or very convenient thing 
from the abuſe of it. By this Argument no men ſhould be liberally 
brought up 3 ſtrong Drinks ſhould neyer be uſed any more in the World, 
and a hundred ſuch like things. | 
2. They are of ill Natures.| This is an impudent calumny 3 as if the 
whole Sex of Women, or the greatelt part of them, had that malice 
infaſcd into their very 'Natures and Conſtitutions, that they are ordi- 
-narily made worſe by that Education that makes Men generally better. 


Tngenuas didiciſſe fideliter artes 
Emollit mores, nec ſinit eſſe feros. 


The Heathen found, that Arts wrought upon Men, the rougher Sex. 
Surely it 1s want of fidelity in the Inftructer,if it have not the like effect 
upon ſofter and tiner Materials. 
3+ Theywill be _ and not obey their Husbands. |. To this I An- 
ſwer 3 What is ſaid of Philoſophy, is true of Knowledge ; a little Phi- 
loſophy carrics a Man from God, hut a great deal brings him back a- 
gain a little knowledge, like windy Bladders, puffs up, but a good 
meaſure of true knowledge, like Ballaſt in a Ship, ſettles down, and 
makes.a perſon move more even in his ftationz *tis not knowing too 
much, but too. little that cauſes the irregularity. This-ſame Argument 
may be turned upon Men 3 what-ever they anſwer for themſelves, will 
defend Womain ' | 2-10 ew Boe. + 
Thole :that defire a farther Anſwer, Iet them pernſe Fraſmns his 
Dialogue, of the Ignorant Abbot and the Learned Woman. An igno- 
rant Magilirate, or Miniſter, may as well plead agajaft improvem 
| of — 
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alone 3 ; the rule | is, All ſhould. be oh. near as.they catt) . oqudlly; yaked. ': 

, **ObjeR.' The end of Learning is publich, Buſuafs,: mbichWonten are nds 
capable of. They muſt not ſpeak, in the Ghurghg,, an8-be. Fee! phoned for 
men to 4c i the, Connaot-IEr alth; 3baxi MA Quo 8 OE » 

Fiſwwe, They may nor ſpeak .inghoChunh,, bat they may: inguire of 
their usbands at, home 3. ;\i6 is: Private. inſteuGion I pkad: for; -n0t pub= 
lick Tmployment. Yet there 1s no ſuch coutradiGgion inthe terms: 
Miriggyqnd: Deboraly were cxtraondinazily called forth by God, as well 
as Aaropand Bargke: Sometimes Women rtiay have occafionsfor publick: 
Baſineſs, as Widows, and Wives when their Hushands are:abfents but; 
cſpecially perſons baru to. Governments The $2ligue Law hath not-pre- 
vailed all the World over, and good rcaſon too; - for Women upon 
Thrones have been as glorious in. their governing, as many Men, as I 
have ſhewed. before. But, hy all this. aſides there: are: other- ends of 
Learning, belides. pleading | inithe'Hall, and: appearing inthe Pulpit. 
Private Perſons (as I have before ſhewed) may many ways pleaſe them». 
ſelves, and-benefit athers. 1 This Obxctionallo wilt turw the Point up- 
on all Men that are in a private capacity+. -,- 

Objcdt.: They will not mind their. Houſhold: Affairs. 
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men 2s wellas/Ment if the wayes to nr wg of Pall be [6 tedious. 
aud-intricatc-thavthey'confoantd' br tire her Servants; ' of, if you drels: 
up Learning:is ſuch 'an"ugly* arid monfirous'ſhape, that youafright 
Children 3! I-have' gothing to fay'to' ſuch, bar that they ſhould reform” 
their Schools, or elſe all will think- they - have no deſire any, cither- 
Male-or Female, ſhould be inſtructed... - © fo Pans 

» Objects, Women are of low Parts.” VO 0 AR gh 
 Anſiw. Soare many Men 3 we plead only for thoſe which have chm- 
petent Parts. © Tobe ſure, ſome Women: are as capable of Learning, 
and haveattained to 2s great height in it as moſt Men 3 witneſs: thoſe. 
Examples before produced. Is | fp 

It this be true, their Parts generally are lower than Mens, there is 
the more need they ſhould by all convenient means be iniproved.Crutches 
are-for infirm perſons. {i FL þ- 

ObjeR. Women are of ſofter Natures, more delicate and tender Conſti-' 
2#tions, not ſo fixed and ſolid as Men. | 

Anſw. .It their Natures are ſoft, they are more capable of *good Ith- 
pzeſhons 3. if -they.are-weak,' more ſhame! for us to*negle them; and! 
defraud them: of the benefic of -Eiwcation, by which they may be. 
ſtrengthened. - - * VER. D  YIUT-10 ru a 

. Qbjedts It is againſt cuſtom to educate Gentlewomen thus ; thoſe that do 
attempt it, will make themſelves ridiculous. 

Anſw. This Argument might have been uſed to the Triſh 3 not to 
uſe Traces at Plow-and Cart, but'te draw: their Horſes by their Tails, , 
which was-a general cuftom amongſt them, ' Bad Cuſtoms (when it is 
evident they are ſo): ought to be broken, or elſe good Cuſtoms can never 
come into.uſe. That this is a bad Cuſtom, is evident, contiriued upon . 
a bad ground. Let Women be Fools, ahd then you may eaſily make . 
them Slaves. Et UN 

ObjeR. What need Women learn Tongues , there are Books enow in 
Engliſh for them to peruſe? i + i :60 _ POR. 

Anſw. The great Thing I dehign is; the Knowledge of things as 
Religion,. the Names-and Natures of Herbs, Shrubs, Trees, Mineral 
Tuyces, Metals,. and.Precious Stones 3 as alſo the Principles of Arts and ' 
Sciences before mentioned. The learning of Tongues is only ſubſer- 
vient to theſe, Was all Learning m Exglifh; as it 1s'now jn Freneh,*I.. 
think thoſe dead Languages would be: of little uſe, only in reference to., 
the Scriptures. My - opinion is, in the Educating of. Gentlewomen,. 
greater care ought to be had tv know things, than to get words. 'If one” 
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mult be negledtcd; it's better to negle@'TonguesthawArtd; though 


is beſt where both may be had. | | 
... .Objc&. Solomon's vertuous Woman, Prov. 31: 'is commended for good 
Hopſewifery, not for- Arts and Tongues, yet ber Husband was a Perſon of 
Duality, he: ſat amongit the Elders of the Land in the Gate, © 

7 Ie ſeems Perſons of Quality were more induſtrious in thoſe 
times than now they are. Our Ladies would count-it a great diſpa- 
ragement to them to do as ſhe did to ſeck Wool and Flax, and to 
work willingly with their own hands, verſ« 13. to lay their hands to the 
Spindle, and to take hold on the Diſtaff, verſe 19. to riſe while it is 
Night, and to give Meat to her Houſhold, and a Portion to her Maids, 
verſ. 15- It's like the neceffities of. thoſe times were greater, and the 
way of living far different from that which is now in uſe. ' 'The 
Duke of Florexce is a great Merchant; Noblemew .in 'Englaxd, and 
Gentlemen in France, think it difparagement to them to be (o. | 

Aunſw. 2. TI plead that our Ladies ſhould have but the ſame Abilities 
this vertuous Woman had'3 not to labour as ſhe did, but to underſtand 
as ſhe did. . I am ſure to do all thoſe things well that ſhe performed, o 
as to be reverenced of her Servants, that her Children ſhould riſe up be- 
fore her, aud call her Bleſſed, and that her Husband ſhould praiſe her, 
requires knowledge in Arts aud Sciences, which were hardly got in thoſe 
daycs without the knowledge of Tongues 3 if they then were, or can 
be now, I am contented without them. I + | 

To buy Wooll and Flax, to die Scarlet and Purple, requires skill in. 
Natural Philoſophy. . To conlider a. Field, the quantity and quality, re- 
quires knowledge in Geometry. To plant a Vineyard, requiresunder- 
Bauding in Husbandry : She could not Merchandize, without knows 
ledge in Arithmetick : She could not govern ſo great a Family well, 
without knowledge in Politicks and-Occouomicks : She could not look 
well to the wayes.of her Houſhold, except ſhe underſtood Phyſick and 
Chirurgery : She could not open her Mouth with Wiſdom, and have 
in her Tongue the Law .of.kindneſs, unleſs ſhe underſtood Grammar, 
Rhetorick and Logick. This ſeems to be the deſcription of an hone, 
well-bred, ingenious, induſtrious Dutch-woman. I defire our Women 
, (whoſe condition calls themto buſineſs): ſhould have no other breeding, 
but what will enable to do thoſe things performed by this Woman. 

As for thoſe that are above theſe, I am ſyre thehigheſt breeding ima- 
pinable will be uſeful to them. I believe the men of our times would 
lay, it's pitty avy Woman ſhould _—_ ſo much Authority as this Wo- 
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ſpall. time be found to'teach. Children thefe things here propoſed #. Bryes go 


to School ordinarily from "ſever till fixteen-or ſeventeen, and not above ne 


_#n four attain ſy muchkwowledge in the Tongues, as 40 be admitted into the 


Uniperſity, .mberc; no - rm—_—_—y ir veguthedy and they learn nothing + 
#ſnally, beſidts a lirtle Hiſtory: 'Gentlewoner will 'ndt' t&djvarily be fe 
gut ſo ſoon, nor is it congenient: they ſhould contintee ſo long. Fartber, 
half their time, it is ſuppoſed, muſt be. ſpent in learning thoſe things thas + 
concern them as Women- . Twice as many thitgs are propoſed '20 be taught - 

Girls in half the time, as Boyes do learn, which is zmpoſſible. . , ' * 

- Anſre,' This Qbje&ion makes: the:whole Contriyance ſeen idle, un- 

Jels a ſatisfactory Anſwer be given. 7 9 celine 
I fay therefoxe, ;'The learning; of- things *will be no higderance to the. 
gftting. Words. Words-are. the marks of«things, and they are learnt. 
better together than aſunder. i: As a taan ſhall ſooner remember Names, 
at he {ce the. perſons, : ſo.a Girl ſhall much' eaſier faſten in- hex memory 
the narves of. Herbs, 'Shrubs;' MineraFEJuyces; Metals, Precious Stones 3 
as ad the \names: of. Birds; Beaſts,. Fiſhes; the parts'of Man's Body 
if the ſce. the things themſelves in freezes ' or the'Picares 4nd Repre- 
{entations, where the things themlelvescannot be had. . This is a great 
Truth, ( if there be any ſuch thing as 2+ concateiiation of Notions, as 
doubtleſs there:is )' the'thing being perecived; Words freely follow. Be- 
l1des;1to learn words thus, will be-very pleafant and: deHphtfiil, even to 
Children. . As the eye.is mot ſatisfied with fetitg; if itbe an Object it 
can reach and diſtinguiſh: So the mind of a Child'is not ſatisfied with 
underſtandivg, 'if it be -a thing he can apprehend. Let thoſe that do 
elicye this, try: a Child of four years old in-plain Pictures of Men, 
Bcaſts,'!Birds,or: Fiſhes, -they;will (ee pots mpg he will be 3: 68, 
let them ſhew Herbs, Flowers,” Stones; orany thing rare, 'and fee whe- 


ther it-is any-burthen. to.-the Childs -undetfianding-or. memory to 


learn the-name whea he ſees the thing. 
. Let no Body be atrighted;- becauſe 'o 
when the learning of them will be fo ple 
not tel:you@? -195 vo bacuiot io egghinnt tt SM a 
-; If any doubt how this may be-done,-or -what Authors we ſhall uſe, 
that words and things may be learnt together 3 00 GS 

1 Anfwer,Comenizs hath prepared Nomenclatures for this purpoſe. Hts 
| ' Orbg. 
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Orbis Piltusy, contaitis all the Primitive Latme words, and the repreſen-"- 
tation of moſt” things capable" of befig (et ont by Vit tresy itemay be 
learnt by beginners in-three months, and is'as a Syſtem of his -Fanus 
Linguarum: 22 0 OE 5 6.» fool SUR 8 P1-10E 10 TIE 
. This Fanna Linguaram, 2 Syſtem of things,” conſiſts of a thouſand 
Sentences 3 ten of which may be learnt in one day, fifty in a week, the 
thouſand in twenty-fix weeks 3 allowing one day ina week, and ofte 
week ina month for Repetition, that we may keep what we get. ' Thins 
-nine 'months is ſpent, T mean by*Gentlewoman, that ſpend but fix 
hours in a day at their Books 3 the other three months may be imployed 
in gaining the French Tongue, which I thus demonſtrate. 
If the Latin Fauna may be learnt m fix months, where moſt of the 
words are new, then the,Frexch may be learnt in three, by one that un- 
deritands Engliſhiand Latia > becauſe there is not above one: word of . 
ten in.the [French Tongue, that may not fairly, without force, be re- - * 
duced 'to the Latin or Engliſh. - | . 
Theſe two new Languages being learnt, one will help to keep the 
other. This I propoſe may be done to a Gentlewoman of nine or ten - 
years, old, that is of good Capacity 3 lower Parts require longer - lj 
tirhe;..'.. * | wy: 9 OS $ + | 
-- Tf we ſhould dance that wild-Gooſe-chaſe uſually led,jt would require - 
Tonger time 3 ordinarily Poys leam a Leaf or twoof the Preriles, twen- 
ty Pages of Corderius, a part. of Efop's Fables, a piece of Tillie, a little 
of Ovzd, a remnant of Virgil, Terence, &c. and when all this is done, 
they "have not much above half ſo many words as this little Exchiridion, 
the Tanita, ſupplics them with. i 2 
It's true, this courſe inftrutts ns only in the propriety of the words'; - 
therefore it is ſo much the better, it's the univerſal proceſs of Nature to - 
riſe by degrees, to proceed from Seeds to Leaves, from Leaves to Flow- 
ers; from plain things to things ornamental. ' One would think thoſe - 
learned Men mad, that go quite contrary to this:Proceſs ; that propoſe 
to ſeaſon with Rhetarick, and a ſtile, by-reading crabbed Claffick-Au- 
thors, as Terence, &c. before Children underſtand any thing of the plain |. 
ſignifcation of words... _ | 
But; methinks,: I hear my.Reader complain that I abuſe him: I hear 
him confeſs this is but reaſon 3 But he thinks I ſhun the difficulty; and 
ſay nothing to Grammar, the ground-work of all 3 to begin at Hr Speech, 
to read the Accidence, and to get it without Book, 1s ordinarily the . 
work of one whole year. . - | | =_ 2 
O.; 


. "To Conſtrae the Grammar, and to.get it without-Book,..is at leaſt 
«the task of two years more; and then, it, may be, 1tis little, under- 
. ſtood, until a year or two more is ſpent in making plain Latin. My 

Reader, it may be, thinks I have forgot, or purpolely omitted to allow 

; time for theſe things, without which nothing can be done. 

I do confeſs, to procced in Lily's Method, (as is before mentioned ) 
. to commit the very Accidexce and Grammar to memory, requires three 
. or four years, ſometimes more, (as many can witneſs by woful experi- 
.ence) and when all is done, beſides declining Nouns, aud forming Verbs, 
and getting a few words, there is very little advantage to the Child. 
This being ſuppoſed, it's not likely Children of ordinary Parts ſhould 
. In ſo ſhort a time be improved in any competent meaſure in the Latin 
- Tongue. | 

The great reaſon of theſe Intricacies is, the whole Mcthod ſwerves 
. from the Rules of true Didadticks. 

I. This is an undcnyable Principle 3 All Rules ought to be plain, that 
they may be cafily underſtood, eſpecially ſuch as are to be learnt by 
+=" to the meanne(s of whoſe Capacities we ought to conde- 
 {cend. 7 

The Rules in Lilly's Grammar are not ſo, becauſe they are in Latin, 

a Tovgue the Learner doth not underſtand 5 and which is worſe,a great 
. part of them is in verſe, hardly intclligible to a Child it they are tran- 
lated into Grammatical Engliſh. 

2. Another undoubted Principle is; All Knowledge is increaſed by 
Syncrifis, (comparing one thing with another) whoever would beget a 
new Idea in any ones underſtanding, reduces it (if poſſible) to ſome- 
' thing heknows already, that is like it. This is a Law of Nature, who- 
ever proceeds according to it, moves ſmoothly, as an oyled Clock 
' when the Wheels are put-into their right places. Who-ever goes not 
according to this Rule, forces Water upwards, which returns to its 
. Channel, ſo ſoon as the vis impreſſ2 is ſpent 3 his motion 1s like toa Leg 
.or an Arm out of joynt, very uncaſlic. ; : 

' Much of the Method uſed in Lilly's Grammar, in the Etymologia, and 
| the whole Syntax, that concerns Government, varies from this grand 
. Principle. 

Thoſe that would rationally teach Latin to a Child bred amongſt us, 
ought . to accommodate his Inſtruction to. the Engliſh Tongue, the 
Tongue ſhe knows already, and by Syncrifis, proceed 4 noto ad zgnotums 


"This would be caſic and pleaſant 3 but Lillies Grammar hath no more 
| reſpet 


- > '- 
7 ome % 
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; . TW. ©. a 
reſpe& tothe Friglifh, than to the 1+}; or 3h. For inſtance ; Baa 
# the name of a thing which may' be ſeen, felt, heard; or underftood. A 
Man doth not underftand' this, when the News: is a ſecond Notion, or 
not obvious to ſenſe. Beſides, it may as well be applyed to Welſh, 
Iriſh, Dutch, French, Italian, or Spaniſh, asto an Engliſh Noun: 

oh you demand, How can a better Rule be given, which may be more 
uſeful 7 ; Gr | 

I Anſwer 3 A Noun may have ufually-before ittin the Engliſh, 2, ax, 
or the, as a Man, an Angel, the Book" This every Child underſtands at 
the firſt naming. | | ! EO, 

' Lilly faith, 4 Subſtantive flands by it ſelf; and requires not ancther 
word to ſhew is ſiguiſtoation” An Adjeftive cannot ſtand by it ſelf; but 
requires another word to ſhew its ſignification, This is better than the 
former, yet hard enough for a Child to underſtand. Take your indi- 
cation from the Engliſh, and ſee how plain it is A Swzbſtantive varies 
in the number, as Book, Books. An Adjefiive doth not vary in the 
number, as good Book,, good Bookg. Gonod-is--uſed -both in the ſmgwar 
and plural Number. " | Uk 
 Pronomns, inf our old Grammar, are ſaid to be parts of Speech much like 
#o Nouns, uſed in Shewing or Rehearſing. They are like to Nouns, that" 
is, they are the names of things that may be underſtood, and o like to 
Nv#ns in this, that I cannot know them aſunder. Then Lilly reckons 
themup in Latiz, but dares not name them in Engliſh, -1cft you: ſhould: 
know them too quickly. ' How eaſtly/is thisdifpatched, 'if we enume- 
rate the Prozouns ( let them be what they will ) in:two Clafles, thus 3; 
1, thou, he, we, ye, they, are Snbftantiver z my, thy, bis,' our, your; 
Cc. are Adfettivesr, _ | 

Itis better to tell a Child, Verbs have a ſigu of aMeoodor Texſe, thaw 
to ſay, they fignitie doing, Joffe 1g, Or being. bY 2a | 
© Particifles are wildly deſcribed tobe Parts of Speech,” that take part 
of a-No#1, and part of a Verb, &c. Nochild is at all edifiedby the de 
finition. I confcfs this part of Speech-is moſt difficultts bekrnown'in 
the Efigliſh Tongue 3 yet-it may be done thus, All words ending in ig; 
d,'z; or n, which have no fign at all, 'and may be refolved into Verbs, 
are Participles, as learning; which doth learn ;, learned; which i learn- 

' TIF we now' look back; that oreat ſitmbling-block to diſtinguiſh- the: 
parts of Speech, (which coſts years, ' before a Child diſtinly knows 
them, whilſt he Jooks upon thetn in theix Latin dreſs) is *got over - a 

645 debv1 Ffew:. 
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 fow-hts, when: weeakoonr Jigedhion fram.cur own. Tengne,.. I will, 
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rapeat it again, that I mpy he pexteRtly yuderſipod.. ; 5. . 
A Noun may have uſually before; it in, the 'Eugliſe, Tongue, 
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. the. Suhitantives have a dificrent termination-uxthe Number 3- AdjeGives, - © 


have not, pe FF K * EY; om 4 as l APP + 
 Pronowns are all engmerated about thisty 3.ſome are Subtaztives;others 
are Adjeftives. x 


Verbs way have 3 fign of » Madox Teaſes! All wordsending in ivg, 


'd, t; or x, which have no lign, and may be recfolycd . ito Verbs, are, 


: Participles. | by 

. Prepoſitions axe all enumerated, about thirty 3- what-cver iptegral 
word is not Noun, Proxoun, Verb, Pardiciple, or Prepoſition, is cither an, 
Atoerh, ox a Conjuxcion, it matters not -mugh which a beginner. calls. 
Taterjeftions are all vixtual Sentences 3. a few dayes will maſter this, if 
.we proceed gradually. | | | 

| Ido not know much more requiſite to Gentlewomen, that intend, 
not to be critical, beſides declining Nowns, and forming Verbs. | 

'The ſpecial Rules fox the gexdern of -Nauns,. axe but tives; aud 
ceptions are not.many» hs tae 


the qx- 
There are. but three general Rules for that part of Graumwar called 


the As in preſenti, the irregular Verbs, which moſt frequently occur. in 


Authors, 1n number abqut five hundred, are learned as .a Vocabular "ya 
Asto the Syntax the two fixft. Concords only. arc of. uſe ;.apd the: 
Rules;fos Government, (Fight Lore in,number in Lyllies Grammar). are. - 
competeutly accommodated. to the figns.of the Caſes thus, + , -. : 
Swubſtantives have their Caſes by the Signs, and they are- governcg, - 
of the word going'before, on which they-dependiaccording to theligns 
of, to, for, with, from, by, then, in, at, on, a, thee BY | L 
Four exceptions. fubjoyned to this Rule, may; make the Fyatax came - 
pleat. enough for a Woman, that intends onely a ſuperticjal Knowledge. 


injithe Tongue. /;tew more- exceptions (that concern onely; particular 


words) will, make.them, as profound.as molt men arc, by Lillies Rates, 

To, Anfwer the Objection fully: co.know the parts of Spegch, by. 
theſe Ryles3: to decline'a Noun, to forma Verb, to digeſt cbe five gene+. 
ral Rules, and five ſpecial Rules for the genders of Nouns, to commit tg. 


memory the thrce;grand Rules, contajaing thee Ar in; irgſtntia, todecline 
thofe, five hnndeed ixregyſar, Verbs, {6 yndgrfiand the ewo'Concords, aud; 
that,one general Rule for Govermnent, with four: Exceptions, willaot 
rxoquire many months. The 


* 


(4x) * 


.* 'The-Prefager to Lilies Grammy (who I hope is pery alrhentick)eelſs | 
you, .moreitban'this may. be doye-yery, accurately. by: thoſe blundering: 
Rales of Lyn the pace at Shres oopnia, by, Clylarep of eat pars: 
-::Thoſe that: ;do;not und; thele HPErl nts, May.peruſe a Gram" 
mar and an Apology 3:to which is added Rutles tor Poiuting and* Redding 
Grammatically 3 Compoſed by 'M. Lewis, Sold by Thomas Parkburft, at 


the Bible and three Crowns in Cheapfide, in which theſethings are.mpre 
largely diſcuſſed. Or they may ſpeak with, M. Lewis bimſQlt any Thurſ- 
day inthe Afternoon, between three.and.tix of the Clockat the Þ olt ad 
Tun in Fleetſtreet. Ee aan oc 
. I will not trouble you with his Diſcourſe, how this Method is found- 
ed upon the general rule of Speaking, that goes through the World,and 
how the Engliſh Tongue is oge of the moſt gegular mm_y_ ſpoken 
upon the face of the Earth; The Grammar of this being known, it 
may be a Standard to meaſure all other, Languages by. 
- If you peruſe his Apologie, you willfee how — is a fbunda- 
tion to the Latin, the Latiz to 'the Greek, you may there fee how he 
demonſirates, to learn- to:decline Greek Nownyg, and form Greek, Verbs, 
-hath not a fourth part of che difficulty in it, as there is in the Latin. , 


4 A: $950: 30 013 3 2 heoete þ eambaoea FE es 
. .* Let not, Perfons rafhly cenſure theſe; ropoſals, before they have'ex- 
qmineg the Hypotheſis, and heard* what the Authior' clin (ay: tri defence 
of it.  _ EY,  £-TH ATA OCT IR $5, Hors 
- Let no Perſon be diſcouraged; becauſe.Grammax, Words, and Things, 
gre:ptopoſcd to be learnt in a ſhorta time3' the plainneſs and ſhortneſs 
* of the Grammar, the ſecing the Things, and having thg Words in ſo 
ſhort a compaſs, will make the;,Work eaſie and very delightful; © 

If all I have ſaid may conveniently be done,  Eexpa many will de- 
ride this Deſign. Iam contented, let them abound in their own ſenſe, 
and have Wives as filly as thetnſelves deſire, over whom they may ty- 
rannize. ,- ttt: | | We” 

I hope I ſhall by this Diſcourſe perſwade Tome Parents to be more 
careful for the future of the Breeding of their Daughters. You cark 
and care to get great Portions for them, which-ſometimes occaſions 
their rvuine, Here is a {ure Portion, an caſte way to make them excel- 
lent, How many born to good Fortunes, when their Wealth hath 
gm ge have ſupported themſelves and Families too by their Wit 
ADE; 5: rife bo df nc tu EE 

Thop ſome of theſe Conſiderations will at leaſt move ſome of this a- 
buſcd Yox to ſet a right-value upon themſelves; accordingto rhe _ 


ot 
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* of their Creation, that they might, with an honeftpride-and magnani- * 
mity, com. to.be bowed down and'tnadt'toRRoop tofuchFollies and. Vas 
yicics; Trifle 9 Nortnths, fo far below-them;, and unproportionable 
to their noble Souls, notbing inferior to thoſ+ of: Men, aud equally pre- 
cibus to God in Chit, in whom there is neither Male nor Female. . - 
Let a generous reſolution poſſeſs your minds, ſeeing Men in this Age 
have invaded Womens Vices, ima noble revenge, reaſſume thoſe Ver- 


taes,. which Men ſometimes unjuftly uſuzped to themſelves, .but. ought 


to have left them itr common tohoth Sexes-- - 


hs 
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TF Þ any. :enquire-,where this-Edvcation may be performed; 

ſuch may be informed, That a School is lately-erected for 
Gentlewomen at- Tottenham-high-Croff, within. four miles. of 
Lozdon* in the Road-to Ware ;-where Mzis, Makin is Go- 
verneſs,, who was ſometimes Tutoreſs tg the Princeſs Eliſa- 
beth,, Daughter.to King Charles the Firlt;, Where,” by-the 
blefling of God, Gentlewomen may be inſtructed in the Prin- 


ciples of Religion and iwall maiiner of Sobcr: and V ertupus. 


Education : More particularly; inall things ordinarily taughs 
inother;Schoobs: LO Gaps gg dV: efI06 Iv) S734 


'/; {Works off alb, Sorts, bvct0'; 4ift Ht : wirl gt! - 


Dancing, 
As, —_ | 
imeings.., 


-( Keeping derompts, J 


gas f 1 : | in theſe Things, on 94, 
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The: other half to be -imployed in-gaining: the .Latin.and » 
French Tongues ; artd thoſe- that pleaſe, may learn Greek 


 elewomen bath a competent knowledge... 


| Half the time;to be ſpent 
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Gentlewomen of = - years old, that can read. 
well, - may be inſtructed ira yearor two. (according to their 
Parts) in the Latizand French Tougues ; by ſuch plain and 
ſhort Rules, accommodated to the Grammar of the Engliſh - 
Tongue, that they may ealily keep what they have learned.. - 
and recover what they ſhall loſe ; -as thoſe-that learn Muſick 
by Notes. | | 

Thoſe that will beſtow longer time, may learn the other 

Languages, afore-mentioned, as they pleaſe, 
Repoſitories alſo for Viſibles ſhall be prepared ; by which, - 
from beholding the- things, Gentlewomen may learn the - 
Names, Natures, Values, and Uſe of Herbs, - Shrubs, Trees: 
Mizneral-Fuices, Metals and Stones. 

Thoſe that pleaſe, may learn Limning, Preſerving, Pa-- 
ſtry and Cookery. EE | 

Thoſe that will allow longer time, may attain ſome gene- 
ral Knowledge in Aſironomy, Geography ;. but eſpecially in 
Arithmetick and Hiſtory. 

Thoſe that think one. Language enough 'for'a Woman;.. 
may forbear the Languages, and learn. onely Experimental 
Philoſophy 5 and\-more,. os fewer. of. the other things afore-: 
mentioned,. as they. incline, 

The Rate certain ſhal be 20 /. per ayzun - But if a compe- 
tent improvement be made in the Tongues, and' the other 
things aforementioned, . as ſhall: be :agreed upon, then ſome- 
thing more will. be expected. . But the- Parents ſhall judge: - 
what ſhall be deſerved by the Undertaker, :. — 

Thoſe that think theſe T hings: Improbable or Impradti-- 
cable, may: have further account:every Tweſday at Mr, Mi. : 
ſons Coffe-Houſe in-Cornhil, near the Royal Exchange ; and: : 
Thurſdayes at the Bolt and Tun in Fleetſtreet; berween the - 
hours of three and ſix:in the Afternoons,. by ſome Perſors-1 
whom. Mis. Makiz ſhall appoint; : un Om 
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